
DEVOTIONS & SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS 
MONDAY, AUGUST 2 - PEACE 
WHAT IS IT, AND WHY DOES IT MATTER TO US AS LEADERS? 
 

Text: Isaiah 26:3; Romans 5:1; Philippians 4:6-7; 2  
Thessalonians 3:16 

 
Aim: At the end of this session, the delegates will know that 
they are invited to be spiritual leaders, who are experiencing 
and pursuing peace which only comes from God. 

 
• What is peace? 
• Why does it matter as spiritual leaders? 
• Has your peace been disturbed? In what ways? 

 
SMALL GROUPS 

Questions: 
1. What stood out to you today? 
2. What was the highlight? 
3. What was challenging? 
4. Where have you experienced the difference between 

leadership and spiritual leadership?  
• What difference did it make? 
• Imagine an experience in which leadership (yours or 

someone else’s) would have been different if it had 
been deliberately executed from a position of spiritual 
leadership. What might have changed? 

5. What has God been saying to you about this today? 
6. What stood out to you about the “peace disturbed” 

exercise when we wrote on the board today?  
7. In what ways have you experienced division, the 

disturbance of peace, recently? 
• How is this impacting you? 
• What would happen if wholeness were restored? 
• What might it take to get to that? 

8. What do you think about the concept of being peace 
makers vs peacekeepers? 
• In what ways is this easy or difficult? 

9. What has God been saying to you about this today? 
 
 



TUESDAY, AUGUST 3 – EXAMEN  
INTENTIONALLY, DELIBERATELY ACKNOWLEDGING GOD IN THE 
PROCESS OF PURSUING PEACE  

 
Text: Psalm 139; Colossians 3:1–17 

 
Aim:  At the end of this session, the delegate will know that 
God is there with them, in the heights and the depths, and He 
has a work He wants to do in them and through them. 

 
Let’s get into it: A new way to be human. 
 

   Colossians 3:1–9  
• Notice what leads to division, the disturbance of peace, of 

wholeness. Let us divide the board into two – internal and 
external – and as we go through these verses, let us 
document and categorize where these examples Paul uses 
fall. Hint: some fall into both. 

• “Rule” (15) – This word is fascinating!  
 
But how do I know what changes need to be made? How do I engage 
with the Spirit and tell the difference between conviction (from the 
Spirit) and condemnation (from the pit of hell)? 
 
EXAMEN 

   Psalm 139 
• Start by acknowledging God – Let it lead you into specific 

prayers of praise and adoration. 
o Who He is? 
o How He is? 
o Where He is? 
o What that means for you? 

• Verses 23 and 24 – Specific prayer of request. 
 
SMALL GROUPS 

Questions: 
1. What stood out to you today? 
2. What was the highlight? 
3. What was challenging? 
4. What came up for you when we were talking about “the 

peace of Christ ruling” our hearts? 
5. What has God been saying to you about this today? 



The sealed orders tonight will give us an opportunity to spend some 
time allowing God to search us and know us, to reveal anything within 
us that is offensive to Him. 
 

6. What kind of thoughts and feelings does that stir up for 
you? 

7. Do you know how crazy He is about you?  
8. What difference does that make in the process of 

examination?  
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4 – ACTIVE PARTICIPATION 
ONGOING HABITS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO PEACEFULNESS 
 

Text: Romans 5:1–8; 2 Timothy 2:22- 6; Romans 10:17 
 

Aim:  At the end of this session, the delegate will know that 
their participation through ongoing holy habits is their 
privilege and the expectation of Jesus. 

 
   Romans 5:1–8  
• Faith  
• Peace 
• Contrast emphasis: Paul uses a contrast emphasis on the 

word “peace” here, meaning we are supposed to also 
notice what is deliberately excluded:  
o …Having been justified by faith, we do not have 

division from God. 
o …Having been justified by faith, we are not separated 

from God. 
• Rejoice in our sufferings…? 

 
   2 Timothy 2:22–26  

Throughout this whole passage, Paul uses the Greek Present 
Imperative several times, which means “keep on doing this as 
an ongoing lifestyle;” “do this every time this opportunity 
presents itself;” “make this your habit.” 
• Flee youthful lusts. 
• Pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace. (Notice these 

are all gifts of God, not something we produce.) 
o Pursue = Aggressively chase, like a hunter after their 

prize. 



• Refuse – Have nothing to do with foolish and ignorant 
controversies.  

 
Reflection: 
• What are some areas in which your carpet has gotten kind 

of crunchy?  
• What do you need to do to deal with it? How can and/or 

will you actively participate in the peace God wants to 
continue to develop in you? 

• When you think about the crunchiness between you and 
others, what comes to your mind?  
o Be attentive to any specific situations and people that 

God brings up for you and dare to ask Him what He 
wants to do there. 

 
SMALL GROUPS 

Questions: 
1. What stood out to you today? 
2. What was the highlight? 
3. What was challenging? 
4. What are some areas of “crunchy carpet” in your world? 

• What are you going to do about it? 
5. We talked about active participation today. What part does 

silence and stillness have in this? 
• Is that easy or difficult for you? 

6. What has God been saying to you about this today? 
• What are you going to do about it? 

 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 5 – COMPETITION AND CORRECTION 
WHAT NEEDS TO CHANGE SO THAT YOU CAN BE FULLY 
ATTENTIVE TO WHAT GOD IS UP TO? 

 
Text: Luke 2:22–38; 9:1–6  

 
Aim: At the end of this session, the delegates will understand 
that they do not have to struggle with the competition to their 
peacefulness. They will also know they can turn to God and 
correct their way through repentance and surrender, as well as 
holy habits. 
 
 



Luke 2:22–38  
• Simeon  
• Anna 

 
The reality is that there is a lot of competition for our attention, and 
some of that competition even seems logical. But it isn’t really 
necessary.  
 

Luke 9:1–6  
• Take nothing with you. 
• Meekness 

 
Reflection: 
In your sealed orders tonight, you will be given an opportunity 
to correct the places where competition is rising up (or has 
risen up) against peace in your life. Throughout the day, pay 
attention to the Spirit, and notice what He is bringing up for 
you. 

 
SMALL GROUPS 

Questions: 
1. What stood out to you today? 
2. What was the highlight? 
3. What was challenging? 
4. What competes against your peacefulness? What attempts 

to divide you? 
• How do you combat that? 
• What has God been saying to you about that? 
• What are you going to do about it? 

5. What has God been saying to you about this today? 
• What are you going to do about it? 

 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 6 – EXPECTATIONS AND EXIT PLANS 

 
Text: 2 Peter 3:14–18  
 
Aim: At the end of this session, the delegate will know that 
living in and knowing the peace of Christ isn’t magic. It is 
available only by God’s will and gifting. We actively participate 
in it, and we must be on our guard to keep choosing it as we 
go back out into the world. 



2 Peter 3:14–18 
• Be diligent. Check it off, get it done, focus on the first 

opportunity to complete it and make it happen! 
o Move swiftly, straight toward it, concentrating, giving 

full priority to what God deems as best. 
o Be diligent to be found by Christ without spot or 

blemish, (that’s His work, remember, and participate 
with Him to keep choosing Him back) in peace, in 
wholeness. 

• Grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus. 
o Grow = Ongoing, lifestyle, long term way of living; 

become greater in size/maturity; this is the key to our 
ongoing discipleship. 
 Continue to develop. 
 Do not grow stagnant or distracted. 
 Keep at it. 
 Grow in your hunger and thirst for more of Him. 

o Grace = God consistently and freely is leaning in and 
toward us, to offer Himself, because He chooses us. 

o Knowledge = Experientially knowing God – functional 
knowledge gleaned from firsthand experience. 

• Worship Him now and forevermore.  
 

Reflection: 
We will put this into practice in our exit plan, documenting 
what has changed, and what will keep changing in us, as we 
continue to participate in the peace of Christ within us, and 
seek to see it come to fruition around us as well. 
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