WINDOWS ON EASTER
Lenten Worship Series – Week 3
Window of Prayer – The Lord’s Prayer
March 7, 2021

	WORSHIP SERVICE OUTLINES
Each worship outline contains all elements needed for your worship service.  The order of each service presented is only a suggestion.  No doubt changes will be needed to accommodate the flow and worship style of your corps.  The outlines are flexible and allow opportunities to “cut and paste” as needed.  If you are blessed with instrumental or vocal music resources, you may find there is more structured material here than needed.  Sermon manuscripts are included as a sample and not to be preached verbatim.



How Do We Pray?

Call to Worship:
How do we pray?  In as many different ways as there are people.  Some of us pray with our eyes closed, others with our eyes open.  Some raise their hands; others lower their heads.  Some pray regularly; others sporadically.  Some pray out loud; others in silence.  Some pray easily; for others, it takes great effort. 

Daniel prayed three times a day at a set time and place. David seems to be more spontaneous.  Moses made lengthy intercession for the Israelites.  Job called out to God in his anger and despair.  Mary called out to him in joy and exultation.

However they came with their prayers, they came.  In their own way.  With their own words.  Standing or kneeling, they came.  And maybe there’s something to be learned from that.  Maybe it’s not so important how we come…but that we come.
(Between Heaven and Earth, pp. 155-156)
Psalm 86 says:
1 Hear me, LORD, and answer me,
    for I am poor and needy.
2 Guard my life, for I am faithful to you;
    save your servant who trusts in you.
You are my God; 3 have mercy on me, Lord,
    for I call to you all day long.
4 Bring joy to your servant, Lord,
    for I put my trust in you.
5 You, Lord, are forgiving and good,
    abounding in love to all who call to you.
(Psalm 86:1-5, NIV)

	SB#39/HC#121 – Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee
	TB-367 – Europe 
HC-121
	HTD3-T11 (4 vs.)
HCD11-T11

			Additional Optional Songs

	SB#283 – Come, Thou almighty king
	TB-198 – Moscow 
	HTD2-T2 (4 vs.)

	SB#31/HC#93 – Holy, holy, holy
	TB-771 – Nicaea
HC-93
	HTD2-T6 (4 vs.)
HCD8-T13 

	SB#77/HC#151 – Fairest Lord Jesus
	TB-206 – Ascalon
HC-151
	HTD5-T1 (3 vs.)
HCD14-T11

	SB#97 – Ye servants of God
HC#221 – Servants of God
	TB-479 – Hanover 
HC-221
	HTD4-T4 (3 vs.)
HCD21-T11

	SB#264/HC#76 – My Jesus, my Savior (Shout to the Lord)
	TB-824 – same 
HC-76
	No CD
HCD6-T16



Pastoral Prayer/Invocation

Choric Reading – Luke 11:1-13
The Lord’s Prayer

Leader:	1Another time Jesus was praying, and when He finished, one of His disciples approached Him.

Disciple: 	Teacher, would You teach us Your way of prayer? John taught his disciples his way of prayer, and we’re hoping You’ll do the same.

Jesus: 		2 Here’s how to pray:
Father [in heaven], may Your name be revered.
May Your kingdom come.
[May Your will be accomplished on earth as it is in heaven.]
3 Give us the food we need for tomorrow,
4 And forgive us for our wrongs, for we forgive those who wrong us.
  And lead us away from temptation.
 [And save us from the evil one.]

5 Imagine that one of your friends comes over at midnight. He bangs on the door and shouts, “Friend, will you lend me three loaves of bread? 6 A friend of mine just showed up unexpectedly from a journey, and I don’t have anything to feed him.” 7 Would you shout out from your bed, “I’m already in bed, and so are the kids. I already locked the door. I can’t be bothered”? 8 You know this as well as I do: even if you didn’t care that this fellow was your friend, if he keeps knocking long enough, you’ll get up and give him whatever he needs simply because of his brash persistence!

9 So listen: Keep on asking, and you will receive. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened for you. 10 All who keep asking will receive, all who keep seeking will find, and doors will open to those who keep knocking.

11 Some of you are fathers, so ask yourselves this: if your son comes up to you and asks for a fish for dinner, will you give him a snake instead? 12 If your boy wants an egg to eat, will you give him a scorpion? 13 Look, all of you are flawed in so many ways, yet in spite of all your faults, you know how to give good gifts to your children. How much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to all who ask!
	 (Luke 11:1-13, The Voice)

	SB#781 – Our Father, who in Heaven art
	TB-70 – Fewster
	HTD3-T13 (4 vs.)



	Drama – I Don’t Believe in Prayer If…



	SB#784 – Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire
	TB-91 – Lloyd
	HTD2-T1 (3 vs.)

	Additional Optional Songs

	SB#783 – Prayer gently lifts me
	TB-800 – same
	No CD

	SB#786 – Silently now I wait for Thee
	TB-827 – same
	No CD

	SB#787 – Sweet hour of prayer
	TB-55 – same
	HTD5-T22 (3 vs.)

	SB#790 – Take time to be holy
	TB-510 – same
	HTD11-T9 (4 vs.)

	SB#290/HC#7 – Spirit of God, descend
	TB-467 – same
HC-7
	No CD
HCD1A-T17

	HC#22 – Seekers of Your Heart
	HC-22
	HCD2A-T12

	SB#571/HC#47 – As the deer
	TB-559 – same
HC-47
	No CD
HCD3-T17

	SB#353/HC#49 – Be still, for the presence of the Lord
	TB-566
HC-49
	No CD
HCD3-T19

	HC#58 – Praise You
	HC-58
	HCD4-T18

	HC#87 – Passion
	HC-87
	HCD7-T17

	HC#110 – He is Here
	HC-110
	HCD9-T20

	HC#117 – Draw Me Close
	HC-117
	HCD10-T17

	HC#136 – We All Bow Down
	HC-136
	HCD12-T16

	SB#313/HC#159 – Spirit of the living God
	TB-611 – Fill me anew
HC-159 
	No CD

HCD14-T19

	SB#595/HC#173 – In this quiet moment
	TB-186 – same 
HC-173
	No CD
HCD16-T13

	HC#205 – Closer Still
	HC-205
	HCD19-T15

	HC#213 – In the Presence of Jehovah
	HC-213
	HCD20-T13

	HC#242 – In Your Presence
	HC-242
	HCD23-T12



[Please print Responsive Prayer in bulletin]
Responsive Prayer: 
Teach Us to Pray

PRAISE

Leader:  “Our Father, in heaven” – Father, I praise you for who you are. You are my shield and my deliverer, my fortress and my rock.  You are the creator of everything, the ruler of all, and perfect in all your ways.  You are the Father of mercies, abounding in love, and slow to anger.  Today, I begin my day by praising You.

[Prayers of Praise by the congregation.]

DECLARATIONS

Leader:  “Hallowed be your name”

All:         I declare that your name is holy. It is the name that is above every name.  Today, I bow my heart in submission and remove all of the things that want to take your place in my heart.  I will live to magnify your Name.

Leader:  “Your kingdom come” 

All:	I declare that your kingdom will be expanded today. I know that the Spirit of the Lord is upon me and that you have anointed me to encourage the suffering, help the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the prisoners.  Today, I want to see with your eyes.  Guide my steps so that I might encounter someone who needs your love.

Leader:  “Your will be done”

All:	I declare that I will submit to your will. I don’t have the power, the strength, the wisdom or the authority to lead my life the way you do.  So, I step down off of the throne of my heart and I give that place to you.  You are my king.  I will say what you want me to say.  I will do what you want me to do. And I will go where you want me to go.

REQUESTS

[Silent prayers.]

Leader:	“Give me daily bread” – Father, I ask you for daily bread. Your Word says that you will supply all my needs according to your riches.  You know exactly what I need today so I trust you to be my provider.

“Forgive my sins” – Father, search my heart to see if there is any wicked way in me.  I confess and I ask you to forgive my sin. Create in me a clean heart and renew a right spirit in me.

“Keep me from evil” – Father, I ask for your help to be victorious in the face of temptation.  Help me to see the way out that you have provided. I take every evil thought captive and make it obedient to Christ.  Protect my life and my family from the enemy’s plan to steal, kill, and destroy.

PRAISE

All: 	Father, I worship you as you are seated on the throne above every kingdom of this earth. I choose to serve You today.  Every breath that I breathe comes from you, so I give you my day and I commit to serve you.  Amen.


Announcements and Offering

Missionary Moment for World Services/Self-Denial
For World Services/Self-Denial information, see the “Goals for a Brighter Future” resources at:  https://centralmissions.org/gfbf/ 

	Children’s Moment – Teach Us to Pray



Message – Window of Prayer – The Lord’s Prayer

	HC#87 – Passion
	HC-87
	HCD7-T17

	Additional Optional Songs

	SB#750 – Father, I know that all my life
	TB-111 – Spohr
	HTD10-T14 (3 vs.)

	SB#756 – He walks with God who speaks to God in prayer
	TB-465 – Ellers
	HTD9-T2 (3 vs.)

	SB#765 – I often say my prayers
	TB-159 – Trentham 
	HTD8-T17 (4 vs.)

	SB#766/HC#35 – In the secret of Thy presence
	TB-383 – The vacant chair
HC-35
	No CD

HCD2B-T15

	SB#770 – Lord, I come to Thee beseeching
	TB-391 – None of self
	HTD12-T12 (4 vs.)

	SB#771 – Lord, I pray that I may know Thee
	TB-333 – I surrender all
	HCD5-T9 (3 vs.)

	SB#777 – ‘Mid all the traffic of the ways
	TB-91 – Lloyd 
	HTD2-T1 (3 vs.)

	SB#783 – Prayer gently lifts me
	TB-800 – same
	No CD

	SB#786 – Silently now I wait for Thee
	TB-827 – same
	No CD

	SB#787 – Sweet hour of prayer
	TB-55 – same
	HTD5-T22 (3 vs.)

	SB#790 – Take time to be holy
	TB-510 – same
	HTD11-T9 (4 vs.)

	SB#795 – What a friend we have in Jesus
	TB-385 – What a friend
	HTD7-T21 (3 vs.)

	SB#290/HC#7 – Spirit of God, descend
	TB-467 – same
HC-7
	No CD
HCD1A-T17

	HC#22 – Seekers of Your Heart
	HC-22
	HCD2A-T12

	SB#571/HC#47 – As the deer
	TB-559 – same
HC-47
	No CD
HCD3-T17

	SB#353/HC#49 – Be still, for the presence of the Lord
	TB-566
HC-49
	No CD
HCD3-T19

	HC#58 – Praise You
	HC-58
	HCD4-T18

	HC#110 – He is Here
	HC-110
	HCD9-T20

	HC#117 – Draw Me Close
	HC-117
	HCD10-T17

	HC#136 – We All Bow Down
	HC-136
	HCD12-T16

	SB#313/HC#159 – Spirit of the living God
	TB-611 – Fill me anew
HC-159 
	No CD

HCD14-T19

	HC#205 – Closer Still
	HC-205
	HCD19-T15

	HC#213 – In the Presence of Jehovah
	HC-213
	HCD20-T13

	HC#242 – In Your Presence
	HC-242
	HCD23-T12



Benediction:
Thank You, God,
For those moments in my life
when You opened a window
and offered a word
that nourished the hunger in my soul.
Give me the grace to realize 
that these are the words I live by,
not by bread alone,
whatever form that bread my take
however satisfying it may seem at the time.
Give me the grace to live not just reflectively but receptively,
that I may not only notice when a window is opened
but also receive what is offered,
understanding that what is offered
is my soul’s daily bread…
Amen.
(Windows of the Soul, p. 62)

	HC#178 – Speak, O Lord
	HC-178
	HCD16-T18

			Additional Optional Songs

	HC#109 – Total Praise
	HC-109
	HCD9-T19

	SB#819/HC#202 – O Church, arise
	TB-777 – same
HC-202
	No CD
HCD19-T12





	Lent 2021 Week #3

	DRAMA
I Don’t Believe in Prayer If…
By Ruth Senter
© Copyright 1997 by Harper San Francisco. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

	Topic:
	Prayer

	Scripture:
	Luke 11:1-13

	Synopsis:
	A person defines what prayer means.

	Characters:
	Prayer

	Props/Costumes:
	Casual dress.

	Setting:
	Bare stage.

	Running time:
	2 minutes



[The Prayer is standing center stage.]

Prayer:		I don’t believe in prayer if prayer is JUST a magic charm.
But that’s how some people pray.  They pray only so they’ll be safe when they go on vacation, or when someone they love goes on vacation.
Only so their day will go smoothly.
Only so their family will stay happy and healthy.
Only so they will get the lucky breaks.
But I don’t believe in that kind of prayer.

I don’t believe in prayer if prayer is JUST a way to “place my order” with God. But that’s how some people pray.  They pray…
Only because they’d like to have something they don’t have.
Only because they’d rather not have something they do have. 
Only because someone is bugging them and they need to have God straighten that person out.
Only because they don’t want to have to go through hard times.
But I don’t believe in that kind of prayer.

I don’t believe in prayer if prayer is JUST a tranquilizer.
But that’s how some people pray.  They pray…
Only because they feel so much better when they do.
Only because they’re more relaxed and at peace with the world when they pray.
Only because they’re easier to be around when they pray and they want people to like being around them.
But I don’t believe in that kind of prayer.

I don’t believe in prayer if it’s only a matter of what I can get from God.

But…

I do believe in prayer if prayer is a conversation with someone I love.
And that’s just how some people pray.  They pray because they want to show God how much they love him (and spending time with him is a way to show him).
Because they want to tell God how wonderful they think he is.
Because they want to let God know how they’re feeling and what they need him to do for them and for others.
Because they want to say thank you to God.
Because they want to say, “I’m sorry.”

I do believe in prayer if prayer is a window that lets me see into God’s heart.  (This does not mean I will always understand what he’s doing, but I will understand the kind of God he is--that he is loving and kind, for example.)
And that’s just how some people pray.  They pray so they can listen to God.
So they can know what he wants them to do.
So they learn what to ask for and what not to ask for.
So they understand him better.

I don’t believe in prayer if prayer is only a matter of what I can get from God.

But…

I do believe in prayer if prayer is a matter of what I can give to God—my love, my admiration, my trust.

[Blackout]
(Between Heaven and Earth, pp. 18-19)


[bookmark: _Hlk38994290]WINDOWS ON EASTER
Children’s Moment – Week 3
Window of Prayer – Teach Us to Pray
March 7, 2021

by Martyn Scott Thomas

Scripture:  Luke 11:1-13 

[The Narrator should call the children of the congregation forward and have them sit around his/her chair.]

Narrator:	This morning we’re going to talk about prayer. How many of you pray? [allow the children to answer]

	That’s good. All of us should pray. Can any of you tell me a prayer that you pray, maybe before you eat or before bedtime? [allow the children to answer]

	So, what are some of the reasons we should pray? And what are some of the things that we ask for when we pray? [allow the children to answer]

In the Bible, Jesus taught us to pray using what we call the Lord’s Prayer. Let’s say it together if you know it: [slowly] Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Very good. When we pray, we should praise God, ask for him to provide for us and our family, forgive us of our sins, and to keep us safe. Those all seem like good reasons to pray, don’t you think?

	Let’s pray again. Dear Jesus, we praise you for who you are, we thank you for providing for us and forgiving our sins. Help us to love others and keep us safe. Amen.

	I’ll see you back here next week.  [dismiss the children]



WINDOWS ON EASTER
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lenten Sermon Helps – Week 3
Window of Prayer – The Lord’s Prayer
March 7, 2021

Scripture:  Luke 11:1-13

[Material from Moments with the Savior by Ken Gire, pp. 230-233]

The disciples were just children, really.

“Follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”  And immediately the disciples dropped their nets and followed him.

Who, other than children, would so recklessly abandon the responsibilities of adult life for such a swashbuckling promise of adventure?

Following Jesus was like falling into a fairy tale. Water turned into wine.  Thousands fed from a boy’s lunch box.  A stormy sea suddenly calmed.  A blind man healed.  A demon-possessed man delivered.  A dead child brought back to life.

The disciples were as wide-eyed as children in Wonderland.  Always popping up their hands with questions.  Ever eager to learn.

“Lord, teach us to pray.”

The disciples had seen Jesus pray on many occasions.  Sometimes they would awake stiffly in the middle of the night to find him absent from the weary band of men huddled in fetal warmth around the gray embers of the campfire.  He would be off somewhere by himself, praying.  And occasionally, in the quiet of night, they could overhear him.

His prayers were not a filigree of golden words as were the prayers of the religious leaders they were so accustomed to hearing.  Neither were they the ecstatic babblings heard coming from the pagan temples.  They had the familiar warmth of a son speaking to his father.

The disciples yearned for that type of intimacy with God, but they didn’t know how to attain it.

“Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 

So Jesus sits down and teaches them.  The lesson is less what you’d expect to find on a seminary student’s shelf and more what you’d expect to find framed above a child’s bed.  An embroidered sample maybe.  With a stitchwork angel off to one side, kneeling with a child in prayer:

Father,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
And lead us not into temptation.  

So childlike the approach.  So simple the requests.  In that unpretentious prayer we are asked to bring to God our hopes for the future as well as the hunger we have right now; we are asked to bring yesterday’s failures as well as tomorrow’s fears.

When we do, God will not turn us away.  However, like a good father, he thoughtfully considers our requests before answering them.  During that time we often fidget as we wait, just like children.  In our impatience there is the danger of distorting both our needs and his response to them.

When our needs are desperate, we become like the man with the bare cupboards in the parable, whose traveling friend dropped in on him unexpectedly.  Frantically we run to God, but in seeking him we feel only the chilly aloneness of dark and deserted streets.  We come to heaven’s door, but it seems bolted from the inside.  We knock, but we feel we are rousing God from his sleep.  We call out to him for help, but all we hear is the muffle of a brusque refusal.  So we knock harder and call out louder.  And when the door finally does open, we feel as if God has come to our aid begrudgingly.

That is a distorted picture of God and how he responds to our prayers. Look at the parable again. 

“Don't bother me,” the irritated friend says. “The door is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.”

Did you see it? Look closer. Snuggled up next to that man are his children. Imagine how differently he would have responded to one of his own children waking up in the middle of the night, saying, “I'm thirsty, Daddy.” Or if the children woke up the next morning, saying, “I'm hungry, Daddy.” Would he roll over and go back to sleep? No. He would get up and get them what they needed.

The ultimate point of the parable is not persistence; it is to clarify our relationship with God. We are not the frantic friend on the outside, knocking on the door; we are the beloved children on the inside, snuggled next to their father. If a sleeping friend can be roused to meet the needs of another friend in the middle of the night, how much more can a loving father be counted on to come to the aid of his children.

Knowing that makes a big difference in how we pray.

We don't need to beat down the door to get God's attention. All we have to do is whisper. He is that near to us.

And we are that dear to him.

That is why, when the disciples asked Jesus to teach them the ABC's of prayer, he started off the first lesson with the words…Our Father. 

Prayer
Lord, teach me to pray.

Teach me to come to you with the outstretched arms of a child who runs to his or her father for comfort.  As I come, fill me with all the love, all the respect, all the honor that a child should have for a parent.

Take my small, clumsy hands in yours and walk with me, Lord.  Lead the way through the dark streets.  And help me to keep pace with you so that your will would be done in my life here on earth as it is in heaven.

Deliver me from my childish Christmas list of material prayers.  Give me instead what I need this day to sustain my life: both the food I need for my body and the forgiveness I so desperately need for my soul.

I am just a kid in this candy-store world, Lord.  Remember how weak I am.  And please, don’t lead me down any aisles where I might become tempted to stray from you…
(Moments with the Savior, pp. 230-233)


[Material from Windows of the Soul by Ken Gire, pp. 11-12]

We long for the companionship of God.

We long for the assurance that we are not taking this journey alone.  That He is walking with us and talking with us and intimately involved in our lives.

We have all had moments when we’ve experience something of that intimacy.  Moments we can’t quite explain, yet can’t explain away.  Moments when God has touched our lives like a soft hand of morning sun reaching through our bedroom window, brushing over our eyes, and waking us to something eternal.

At some of these windows, what we see offers simply a moment of insight, making us slower to judge and quicker to show understanding.  At a few of them, though, what we see offers a word spoken to the very depth of who we are.  It may be a word to rouse us from sleep and ready us for our life’s journey.  It may be a word to warn us of a precipice or guide us to a place of rest.  It may be a word telling us who we are and why we are here and what is required of us at this particular juncture of our journey.

Or, in a starling sun-drenched moment of grace, it may be a word telling us something we have longed all of our lives to hear—a word from God—a word so precious it would be worth the most arduous of climbs to hear the least audible of its echoes.

Windows of the soul is where we hear these words.

And where the journey begins.
(Windows of the Soul, pp. 11-12)


