WINDOWS ON EASTER
Community Care Ministries – Visitation Program
Window of Hope – He Lives

Prepare:  Make copies of Easter Hymns song sheets (see “CCM - Easter Hymns” file) for all participants.

-- + -- + -- + --

Welcome (Introduction of The Salvation Army Visitors)

Hymn Sing (Select one or two from list:)

	#
	Song# – First line of song
	Tune# – Title 
	CD#-Track#

	1
	SB#49/HC#274 – O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
	TB-488 – How great Thou art!
HC-274
	HTD1-T12 (4 vs.)
HCD26-T14

	2
	SB#191 – On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross 
	TB-520 – The old rugged cross
	HTD2-T9 (3 vs.)

	3
	SB#219 – God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus
	TB-570 – Because He lives
	HTD12-T2 (3 vs.)

	4
	SB#228 – Low in the grave He lay 
	TB-905 – Up from the grave He arose
	HTD2-T17 (3 vs.)

	5
	SB#379/HC#78 – Lord, I lift Your name on high
	TB-948 – You came from Heaven to earth
HC-78
	No CD 

HCD6-T18



An Easter Prayer
By Helen Steiner Rice


God, give us eyes to see
the beauty of the Spring,
And to behold Your majesty
in every living thing.

And may we see in lacy leaves
and every budding flower
The Hand that rules the universe
with gentleness and power.

And may this Easter grandeur
that Spring lavishly imparts
Awaken faded flowers of faith
Living dormant in our hearts.

And give us ears to hear, dear God
the Springtime song of birds
With messages more meaningful
than man's often empty words.

Telling harried human beings
who are lost in dark despair
'Be like us and do not worry
for God has you in his care.'  Amen.


Hymn Sing (select one or two from above list)

Devotional Thought: Window of Hope – He Lives!

I love this time of year!  The biggest thrill for me is to look out my window to spot a robin.  Robins signal that Spring is in the air, and that the dark, gray winter is coming to an end.

The other sure sign of Spring is to see a crocus pushing up and flowering—sometimes through the snow!  It’s a sure sign that new life is bursting forth and the dull, brown ground will begin to brighten with new grass and flowers.  

Hope abounds!

I have always loved the words to the song, “How Great Thou Art.” The author describes the beauty and majesty of God’s creation.  It gives me comfort knowing that the Creator of the vast universe is also concerned about the tiniest details of my life.  He made us; He knows us; He loves us!

We all have times in our lives when we feel like we’re all alone and that nobody loves or really cares for us.  Sometimes we think of it as the Winter of our lives. 

God can change that for us!  Let me explain.

When Jesus walked this earth, He showed His followers a different way of living.  He demonstrated compassion, kindness, honesty, humility, love, patience and so many things.  

But there were people who did not understand what He lived for, because it was different than how they lived.  In fact, they hated Jesus for stirring up the status quo and challenging their ways of life.  So they plotted to kill Him.

And they did kill Him (and thought they succeeded).

For many of Jesus’ followers, it seemed as if the window of hope had shut on them.  They couldn’t see the Spring—only the Winter.  

But not for long!  Let’s read about it.  [Read account from Matthew 28:1-10]

Can you imagine?  Tears of sorrow were turned to tears of joy!  Despair turned to hope!  This can happen for you and me, too.

If you want to open the window of hope in your life, I invite you to do so now.  It’s as easy as ABC:

Admit that you have done wrong things in your life.  Jesus is willing to forgive you of those things if you sincerely ask for His forgiveness.
Believe that Jesus died to pay the price for your wrongdoings.  But He also came back to life and offers you hope of a new life in Him!

Confess that you have asked Jesus to be the Lord of your life, and then tell others about what Jesus has done for you!

Please pray with me.

Prayer of Salvation
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Closing Song – I Serve a Risen Savior (He Lives)

	#
	Song# – First line of song
	Tune# – Title 
	CD#-Track#

	*6
	SB#847 – I serve a risen Savior (He lives)
	TB-681 – I serve a risen Savior
	HTD6-T10 (3 vs.)



