


[bookmark: _Hlk51600583]WINDOWS ON CHRISTMAS
Advent Worship Series – Week 3
The Window of Obedience – Joseph
December 12, 2021

	WORSHIP SERVICE OUTLINES
Each worship outline contains all elements needed for your worship service.  The order of each service presented is only a suggestion.  No doubt changes will be needed to accommodate the flow and worship style of your corps.  The outlines are flexible and allow opportunities to “cut and paste” as needed.  If you are blessed with instrumental or vocal music resources, you may find there is more structured material here than needed.  



	Drama – Brother to Brother



Call to Worship
In the Christmas story there is a silent and almost invisible character in the drama of Christ’s birth: Joseph, the carpenter of Nazareth.  He made choices. He could have turned and walked away.  Instead, he undertook willingly and obediently what could arguably be the most impossible task in the universe—to be the stepfather for the Son of God.

He was obedient, at great personal cost, choosing to be what he didn’t have to be.  And it all began with, as was the case with Mary and the shepherds, an angelic visitor.  

21 “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  (Matthew 1:21, NIV)
(Windows on Christmas, pp. 69-70)

	SB#116/HC#140/SS#194/CF#6 – O come, all ye faithful


	TB-496 – Adeste Fideles
HC-140
SS-194
CF-6
	HTD3-T1 (3 vs.)

HCD12-T20

			Additional Optional Songs

	SB#100/HC#280/SS#186/CF#5 – Angels, from the realms of glory
	TB-407 – Regent Square
HC-280
SS-186
CF-5
	HTD4-T12 (4 vs.)

HCD26-T20

	CF#17/SS#187 – Angels we have heard on high
	CF-17
SS-187
	No HT CD

	SB#108/HC#270/SS#191/CF#1– Hark! the herald angels sing 

 
	TB-270 – same
HC-270
SS-191
CF-1
	HTD4-T5 (3 vs.)
HCD25-T20


	CF#23 – I Heard the Bells
	CF-23
	No HT CD

	SB#115 – If I were a star then I would shine, shine, shine
	TB-773 – Noel
	No HT CD

	SB#112/HC#189 – It was on a starry night/A Starry Night
	TB-535 – same
HC-280
	No HT CD
HCD16-T20

	SB#39/HC#121 – Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee/Joyful, Joyful
	TB-367 – Europe
HC-121
	HTD3-T11 (4 vs.)
HCD11-T11

	SB#113/SS#193/CF#2 – Joy to the world!  
	TB-87 – same
SS-193
CF-2
	HTD4-T9 (3 vs.)


	SB#114/HC#146/SS#137 – Light of the world/Here I am to Worship 

	TB-653 – Here I am to Worship
HC-146
SS-137
	No HT CD

HCD13-T16

	SB#126/SS#197/CF#19 – The first Noel the angel did say

	TB-857 – The first Nowell
SS-197
CF-19
	HTD6-T18 (3 vs.)



Invocation

	Children’s Moment – Window Watching



Window of Obedience

Responsive Reading:

Leader:	Imagine Joseph’s heartache when he heard that Mary, his pure and godly young fiancé, was pregnant.  Her apparent betrayal must have rocked his world.  Now Joseph must decide what to do.  It is Matthew who fills in the blanks for us, giving us a window into the quiet character of Joseph’s heart. 

All:	18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about:  His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

Leader:	Instead of revenge or retribution, Joseph looked for ways to protect Mary while still obeying the law of Moses.  As Joseph was wrestling with this dilemma, and apparently deciding to end the betrothal quietly, he received a special message from the same messenger that had previously paid a call on Mary:

All:	20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.”

Leader:	The message of the angel was both good news and bad news.  The good news was that Mary had not been unfaithful to him after all.  The bad news?  Who would ever believe it?  How could he explain to friends and family the true nature of Mary’s pregnancy?  Once again, Joseph stood at a crossroads of choice—a choice between self-protection and obedience.

All:	24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
(Matthew 1:18-25, NIV)

Leader:	Obedience was Joseph’s response to a deeply difficult life situation.  It was not an easy or painless obedience, and it did not come without cost.  Joseph’s obedience teaches us that trust and obedience are inseparable.  If we do not first trust God, we will never surrender our choices and destinies to His purposes, and if we do not obey God, we will never see the great and humbling things He wishes to accomplish in and through our lives.
(Windows on Christmas, pp. 70-74, 83)

	SB#82/HC#82/SS#38 – Jesus, name above all names
	TB-714 – same
HC-82
SS-38
	No HT CD
HCD7-T12

			Additional Optional Songs

	HC#72 – Emmanuel
	HC-72
	HCD6-T12

	HC#169 – Hallelujah
	HC-169
	HCD15-T19



Advent Intercession

Pastoral Prayer 

Announcements and Offering
[Announce that a special World Services offering will be collected NEXT Sunday, December 19, 2021.  Encourage congregation to think of ways to save and multiply their gifts!]

The Candle of Joy 

Lighting of Advent Candle

Reader 1:	8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” (Luke 2:8-14, NIV)

[Relight the first two (purple) candles, then light the third (pink) candle.]

Reader 2:	We relight the candle of hope, recalling God’s promise to send a Savior. We relight the candle of peace, as we remember the birth of the Prince of Peace.  Now as we light the candle of Joy, may our hearts be forever filled with the joy of His coming. 

Reader 1:	Father, we are filled with joy because we have hope and peace that you have sent your Son for all that believe. Help us to be the voices that proclaim grace and truth. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

Sermon – The Window of Obedience
[bookmark: _Hlk54564919]
	HC#130 – Lead me, Lord
	HC-130
	HCD11-T20

			Additional Optional Songs

	SB#565/HC#89/ SS#43– All I once held dear/Knowing You
	TB-725 – Knowing You
HC-89
SS-43
	No HT CD

HCD7-T19

	HC#179 – Come to Jesus
	HC-179
	HCD16-T19

	HC#72 – Emmanuel
	HC-72
	HCD6-T12

	HC#156 – Enter In
	HC-156
	HCD14-T16

	SB#77/HC#154/SS#31 – Fairest Lord Jesus
	TB-206 – Ascalon
HC-151
SS-31
	HTD5-T1 (3 vs.)
HCD14-T11

	SB#492/HC#65/SS#7 – God will make a way

	TB-639
HC-65
SS-7
	No HT CD
HCD5-T15

	HC#169 – Hallelujah
	HC-169
	HCD15-T19

	HC#220 – Incarnate
	HC-220
	HCD20-T20

	HC#120 – In the Manger
	HC-120
	HCD10-T20

	SB#376/HC#219 – King of kings, majesty

	TB-732 – same 
HC-219
	No HT CD
HCD20-T19

	HC#123/SS#55 – Shine on Us
	HC-123
SS-55
	HCD11-T13

	SB#124/SS#196/CF#25 – Silent night! Holy night! 

	TB-842 – Stille Nacht
SS-196
CF-25
	HTD4-T15 (3 vs.)

	SB#439/HC#139 – There is a message
	TB-879 – same 
HC-139
	No HT CD
HCD12-T19

	HC#136 – We All Bow Down
	HC-136
	HCD12-T16

	SB#129CF#7 – We three kings of Orient are
	TB-915 – same
CF-7
	HTD10-T12 (3 vs.)

	HC#45 – While We are Waiting, Come
	HC-45
	HCD3-T15

	SB#153CF#35 – Thou didst leave thy throne/O come to my heart, Lord Jesus
	TB-94 – Margaret
CF-35
	HTD10-T6 (4 vs.)

	SB#158 – Who is He in yonder stall
	TB-287 – Who is He?
	HTD10-T19 (6 vs.)



Advent Blessing
Be people of joy.
Let joy live in your heart and share the joy of Christ with all you meet.
Share joy by seeing the good in each other.
Share joy by remembering good times and hoping for good times to come.
Share joy by praying for our world.
In this Advent season, we need to see, feel, and share joy.
As you go out into the wonder of God’s creations, share joy, peace, and hope with those you meet. 
Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk55158681](By Rev. Susannah DeBenedetto, Christ Congregational Church 
and Takoma Park Presbyterian Church, Takoma Park, MD)

	SB#73/HC#141/SS#28 – All hail the power 

	TB-306 – Coronation
HC-141
SS-28
	HTD5-T5 (4 vs.)
HCD13-T11

			Additional Optional Songs

	SB#116/HC#140/SS#194/CF#6 – O come, all ye faithful

	TB-496 – Adeste Fideles
HC-140
SS-194
CF-6
	HTD3-T1 (3 vs.)

HCD12-T20

	SB#112/HC#180 – It was on a starry night/A starry night
	TB-535 – same
HC-280
	No HT CD
HCD16-T20

	SB#77/HC#151/SS#31 – Fairest Lord Jesus
	TB-206 – Ascalon 
HC-151
SS-31
	HTD5-T1 (3 vs.)
HCD14-T11

	SB#106/HC#260/SS#189/CF#43 – Go, tell it on the mountain

	TB-631 – same

HC-260
SS-189
CF-43
	HTD11-T4 (2 vs., start with chorus)
HCD24-T20





	Advent 2021 Week #3

	DRAMA
Brother to Brother
By Martyn Scott Thomas
© Copyright 2020 by Martyn Scott Thomas. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

	Topic:
	Christmas – Joseph

	Scripture:
	Matthew 1:18-25

	Synopsis:
	Joseph and his brother discuss Joseph’s engagement to Mary.

	Characters:
	Joseph – Mary’s fiancé
James – Joseph’s brother

	Props/Costumes:
	Biblical or casual dress. A table, some wood scraps, some tools, and a piece of paper (plans).

	Setting:
	Joseph’s carpentry shop.

	Running time:
	4 minutes



[Joseph is working in his shop.]

James:	[enters] Hey, little brother. What are you working on?

Joseph:	[waves his hand over the wood on the table] A crib.

James:	[disbelieving] Really?

Joseph:	I know it doesn’t look like much now, but trust me when I say, this is going to be the finest crib you’ve ever seen.

James:	Please tell me that’s not for Mary.

Joseph:	Who else?

James:	I’ve told you before, you don’t owe that girl anything.

Joseph:	That girl? Don’t you mean my fiancée?

James:	[correcting] Your ex- fiancée! You have called it off, haven’t you?

Joseph:	Well . . .

James:	I gave you the name of my friend. He can handle the divorce quietly and discreetly.

Joseph:	I know. And I was ready to talk to him, but . . .

James:	But what?

Joseph:	I had a visitor.

James:	Who was it? Her father? One of her brothers?

Joseph:	No. It wasn’t anyone from her family.

James:	Then who? The real father-to-be?

Joseph:	Sort of.

James:	Joseph, you’re not making any sense. Face it! Mary cheated on you. She knew what she was doing.

Joseph:	It’s not like that.

James:	I know you love her. I know you want to protect her. For what reason, I’ll never know.

Joseph:	She didn’t cheat on me.

James:	Her baby bump tells me different.

Joseph:	Yes, Mary is pregnant, but it’s not what you think.

James:	You told me that it wasn’t you.

Joseph:	And it’s not.

James:	You’re not making any sense.

Joseph:	James, listen. Everything you’ve told me about Mary, I’ve already thought. I was ready to go through all of it, until . . .

James:	Your visitor.

Joseph:	Yes, my visitor.

James:	The father?

Joseph:	No. An angel.

James:	What? How?

Joseph:	He came to me in a dream.

James:	A dream?

Joseph:	And he told me all about Mary and the baby.

James:	What did he say?

Joseph:	He told me not to be afraid to take Mary as my wife. The baby within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit.

James:	You can’t be serious. Nobody’s going to believe that.

Joseph:	But I believe it. And there’s more.

James:	What else?

Joseph:	I’m to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.

James:	Are you telling me that this baby is the, [pause] the Messiah?

Joseph:	That’s what the angel said.

James:	If that’s the case, then there’s no way you can divorce Mary.

Joseph:	Exactly.

James:	[excited] Joseph, you’re going to be a father! You’re going to have a baby boy!

Joseph:	And the first thing I’m going to do is to build him the finest crib.

James:	I would expect nothing less from you.

Joseph:	Would you like to help? 

James:	Where are your plans?

Joseph:	[pointing to the end of the table] Right there. 

James:	[picking up the paper] Let’s see what’s next.

[Blackout]

[bookmark: _Hlk24746818][bookmark: _Hlk24749282]	
	Advent 2021 Week #3

	CHILDREN’S MOMENT
Window Watching
By Katie Laidlaw
*Utilized during COVID-19 Pandemic

	Topic:
	Joseph

	Scripture:
	Matthew 1:18-25

	Synopsis:
	Detective Candy Cane seeks to crack the cases of the involved parties of the Christmas story. Looking through the windows of Mary, Joseph, the Shepherds and the Angels in order to find the true meaning of Christmas. 

	Characters:
	Detective Candy Cane

	Props/Costumes:
	Detective wear (glasses, magnifying glass, mustache, pencil, notepad, trench coat/sweater) and hammer.



Script: 
Well, we’ve been given another case to solve. I need your help! I found a piece of evidence earlier this morning. [Show hammer] It looks like someone has been doing some wood working with this. This brings us to the subject of our case. Let’s see… today we’re going to be looking at a man named Joseph, a carpenter. This case is already making a lot of sense. 

Joseph was engaged to Mary. We know who Mary is, don’t we? We cracked her case last week. We also know from our first investigation that the angels visited Joseph. The angel needed to speak to Joseph and tell him a few things about what was going on in his life. 

From what I have gathered and noticed in my investigation of Joseph, I can tell that he was a very hard worker who loved God; he was a humble gentleman with a great reputation. While Joseph was a great man and a hard-working carpenter, he was quite normal—ordinary. Joseph minded his own business and worked hard. 

Why did God choose such an ordinary man to be Jesus the Messiah’s dad on earth? Can normal, ordinary people really be used by God? 

God chooses normal, ordinary people all the time to accomplish His work. God can use someone even less- or worse-off, maybe even less hard-working than Joseph. God uses humble, honorable, ordinary people every day. 

Did you know that before the angel visited him, Joseph was thinking about leaving Mary? He was going to divorce her quietly so that no one would think badly of either of them—especially him! He didn’t want to be caught up in the drama or trouble it could have caused for Mary to be pregnant before they were officially married. 

But Joseph decided to stay. He chose to stay and be with Mary because of the peace he had after the angel’s visit. He found peace in the promise of the angel who told him not to be afraid because Mary was going to give birth to the Messiah – Jesus! Joseph knew that good things were coming through Jesus. 

With this, Joseph had all of the necessary tools to trust God in this situation and be obedient to staying with Mary, becoming Jesus’ dad on earth. They weren’t Joseph’s usual tools that he was used to working with; they were better. 

What are tools we have been given to trust in God? We have prayer, the Bible, and the church, where we can be with and talk to other people who trust in God. God has given us so many great tools to trust Him so that we can live in obedience to what He wants us to do. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIRV) says:
Trust in the LORD with all your heart. Do not depend on your own understanding. In all your ways obey him. Then he will make your paths smooth and straight. 

We can be like Joseph and trust God even when we don’t understand, or if it’s scary and we’re afraid, or even if we think we have a better way. God has given us the tools to trust Him—we just have to use them!

Case? Cracked!

[Close in prayer.]

Main Points: 
· Joseph was a humble, hardworking man who loved God
· God chooses unlikely/ordinary people for important things 
· God is more interested in who we are than what we are 
· God has given us the tools to trust Him

Questions: 
· Have you ever had to make a hard decision before? 
· Do you think Joseph had to make a hard decision about believing the angel and staying with Mary or leaving to protect himself? 
· Have you ever had to trust in someone or something before? Was it easy or hard?
· How can we place our trust in God? (What can we do to help us trust in God?)


	WINDOWS OF CHRISTMAS
Advent Sermon – Week 3
The Window of Obedience – Joseph
December 12, 2021

By Captain Peter Mount

TITLE:  The Window of Obedience
SCRIPTURE:  Matthew 1:18-25

ILLUSTRATION: Share a personal illustration about being obedient or disobedient as a child. 

TRANSITION: So far in this series we have looked at the Window of Exaltation through the perspective of the Angels, and the Window of Wonder through the experience of Mary. These windows build upon one another. Today we are going to look through the Window of Obedience at the account of Joseph.

CONTEXT:  What do we know about Joseph? 

SCRIPTURE: READ Matthew 1:18-19 
· Matthew 1:18 – Joseph is engaged to Mary. This is a great deal different than being engaged today. In Biblical days, being engaged was as good as being married without the ceremony and consummation of the marriage.
· Matthew 1:19 – Joseph’s world is turned upside down because of the news of Mary being pregnant (and no idea yet it is the Son of God).
· Matthew 1:19 – Joseph is a righteous man. 

TRANSITION: The subject of obedience is not something any of us are fond of, especially when obedience does not line up with our plans in life! However, we are going to look at four examples of obedience in Joseph’s life:

OBEDIENCE (EXAMPLE ONE):
POINT: Joseph was obedient to angelic instruction.  

SCRIPTURE: READ Matthew 18:20-25
· Don't be afraid (Matthew 18:20)
· Take Mary as your wife (Matthew 18:20)
· Give him the name Jesus (Matthew 18:21)
· Joseph was obedient to what the Angel commanded. (Matthew 18:24-25)
CHALLENGE: We do not usually have angelic interactions, but are there voices of other godly people that we can let speak truth into our lives? 

OBEDIENCE (EXAMPLE TWO):
POINT: Joseph was obedient to the civil authority in his life (government).

SCRIPTURE: READ Luke 2:1-5
· Joseph’s obedience to respond to the census resulted in fulfilling prophecy. Jesus would come from the line of David (Luke 2:4).

CHALLENGE: Are there authority figures in your life where we need to seek forgiveness and demonstrate God-honoring submission?

OBEDIENCE (EXAMPLE THREE):
POINT: Joseph was obedient to God’s word.

SCRIPTURE: READ Luke 2:21-24
· Joseph made sure that Jesus was circumcised on the 8th day, keeping with their Hebrew tradition/heritage/covenant. (Luke 2:21; reference: Genesis 17)
· Joseph and Mary respected the Hebrew law of purification. Making sure that Mary had time to recover and was ‘pure’ before entering the temple. (Luke 2:22; reference: Leviticus 12)
· Joseph and Mary made sure that Jesus was consecrated back to the Lord. (Luke 2:22-23; reference: Exodus 13:12-13)
· Mary and Joseph offer sacrifices in keeping with their Hebrew covenant. (Luke 2:24; reference: Numbers 3:11-13 and 8:17-18)

CHALLENGE: Are you obedient to the Word of God in how you live your life? Do you know God’s word to understand the good, healthy, godly boundaries that God desires in your lifestyle?

OBEDIENCE (EXAMPLE FOUR):
POINT: Joseph was obedient to God’s voice (twice).

SCRIPTURE: READ Matthew 2:13-21 (This takes place after the visit of the Magi). 
· Joseph listened and obeyed. (Matthew 2:13-15). Again, prophecy was fulfilled, and the will of God was honored. This resulted in their family’s safety and provision. 
CHALLENGE: Are you listening to the Lord? Through His Word? Through the wisdom of other believers? In prayer? (These sources of God’s voice would never be in contradiction. If you receive advice that contradicts scripture, then it is not from the Lord). 
TRANSITION: As we have looked at the life and account of Joseph, what lessons can we learn from His example?

CLOSING CHALLENGE

To be Holy is to obedient!
To be more like Jesus is to be obedient!
To be a good Christian is to be obedient! 
We should be obedient to the voice of God!

Obedience requires listening and knowing the voice of God before acting. Once hearing, we can then be moved to ‘doing’.

SCRIPTURE: READ Isaiah 40:31 – “Wait upon the Lord” (King James Version)
In the New International Version ‘wait upon’ is translated “TO HOPE IN”. This is an active word, NOT a passive one. And it is true for all stages of life: the young – ‘Soar’, the middle aged – ‘Run’, the Wise (Old) – ‘walk’. To soar, to run or to walk—all of these take obedience to God and hope, faith and trust in Him alone! 

Is this your desire today? To know God's will and be obedient to it?

Lead me Lord, I will follow, 
Lead me Lord I will go. 
You have called me, I will answer, 
Lead me Lord I will go.
(HC#130, by Wayne and Elizabeth Goodine)






