WINDOWS ON CHRISTMAS
Advent Worship Series – Week 2
The Window of Wonder – Mary 
December 5, 2021

	WORSHIP SERVICE OUTLINES
Each worship outline contains all elements needed for your worship service.  The order of each service presented is only a suggestion.  No doubt changes will be needed to accommodate the flow and worship style of your corps.  The outlines are flexible and allow opportunities to “cut and paste” as needed.  If you are blessed with instrumental or vocal music resources, you may find there is more structured material here than needed.  



Announcements and Offering
[Announce that a special World Services offering will be collected on Sunday, December 19, 2021.  Encourage congregation to think of ways to save and multiply their gifts!]

	Drama – Unworthy



Call to Worship:
Imagine Mary’s wonder when the angel Gabriel told her that she had been chosen to give birth to the Christ child.  Ever since the promise of a Messiah had been given, young Jewish women had longed to be selected for this privileged role.  Centuries came and went, and no Messiah arrived.  Then, the message came: the time had come for Messiah to be born, and Mary was to be His mother!  Even in Gabriel’s greeting, the wonder of privilege is clear: 

“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you” (Luke 1:28).
(Windows on Christmas, pp. 37-38) 
[bookmark: _Hlk51786607]
	SB#113/SS#193/CF#2 – Joy to the world!  
	TB-87 – same
SS-193
CF-2
	HTD4-T9 (3 vs.)


			Additional Optional Songs

	SB#100/HC#280/SS#186/CF#5 – Angels, from the realms of glory


 
	TB-407 – Regent Square
HC-280
SS-186
CF-5
	HTD4-T12 (4 vs.)

HCD26-T20

	SS#187/CF#17 – Angels we have heard on high 
	SS-187
CF-17
	

	SB#103/CF#41 – Christians awake, salute the happy morn
	TB-476 – Christians awake
CF-41
	HTD10-T1 (3 vs.)

	SB#104 – Come, Thou long expected Jesus,
	TB-370 – Hyfrydol
	HTD1-T14 (3 vs.)

	SB#39/HC#121 – Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee
	TB-367 – Europe
HC-121
	HTD3-T11 (4 vs.)
HCD11-T11

	SB#114/HC#146/SS#137 – Light of the world/Here I am to Worship

	TB-653 – Here I am to worship
HC-146
SS-137
	No HT CD

HCD13-T16

	SB#116/HC#140/SS#194/CF#6 – O come, all ye faithful


	TB-496 – Adeste Fideles
HC-140
SS-194
CF-6
	HTD3-T1 (3 vs.)

HCD12-T20

	SB#133/HC#10 – Wonderful counselor/The Light Has Come
	TB-859 – The light has come
HC-10
	No HT CD

HCD1A-T20



The Candle of Peace 

[bookmark: _Hlk54563908]Lighting of Advent Candle

Reader 1:	“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  (Isaiah 9:6-7, NRSV)

[Relight the first (purple) candle, then light the second (purple) candle.]

Reader 2:	Today we relight the candle of Hope. Let this candle remind us of the great hope we have in Christ the Messiah and in God’s promises. As we light the candle of Peace let us remember the birth of the Prince of Peace. Let us remember our need for a Savior to save us from our sins, and give us peace with God.

Reader 1:	Let’s pray:  Gracious God, Grant that we may find peace as we prepare for our Lord’s birth. May divisions in ourselves and in our families be peacefully resolved. May there be peace in our cities and in the countries of our world. Help us to see the paths of peace in our lives, and then give us the courage to follow them. Lord, let us remember that you only are the giver of lasting peace and that you are always with us. Amen.

	Children’s Moment – Window Watching







The Wonder of Privilege

Responsive Reading:

Leader:	Luke tells us that Mary was “perplexed,” and that she “pondered” at the meaning of such a strange greeting: “‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you’” (Luke 1:28, NASB).  These are strong words!  Perplexed means “deeply distressed” and pondered comes from the same word as our word dialogue.  She was, in fact, reasoning with herself, in her own mind, about the meaning of all this.  Sensing her confusion, Gabriel explained it further:

Men:	30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 

Women:	32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end” (Luke 1:30-33, NASB).

Leader:	“Found favor” meant that Mary was privileged.  Talk about wonder!  And Mary’s response—that she was a virgin—shows how difficult it was for her to grasp such a thing.  Gabriel reassured her that even as her cousin Elizabeth had become pregnant in her old age, the God of the impossible was capable of granting this privilege to her.  Awe and wonder dissolved into trust and willingness of heart.  Her response to Gabriel was firm and direct:

All:	“I am the Lord’s servant.  May everything you have said about me come true” (Luke 1:38, NLT).

Leader:	Amazingly, Mary understood the magnitude of what she had been chosen to do, and she accepted with humility.  Imagine her emotions, her disbelief, her sense of unworthiness, her joy, her amazement.  Imagine the wonder in her heart.
(Windows on Christmas, pp. 38-39)

	SB#118/SS#195/CF#8 – O little town of Bethlehem
	TB-136 – same
SS-195
CF-8
	HTD3-T5 (3 vs.)

			Additional Optional Songs

	SB#117/CF#20 – O come, O come, Immanuel
	TB-444 – same
CF-20
	HTD11-T8 (3 vs.)

	SB#125 – The angel Gabriel from Heaven came
	TB-624 – Gabriel’s Message
	No HT CD

	HC#45 – While We are Waiting, Come
	HC-45
	HCD3-T15



Advent Intercession 

Pastoral Prayer 

Sermon – The Window of Wonder
[bookmark: _Hlk54564919]
	HC#220 – Incarnate
	HC-220
	HCD20-T20

			Additional Optional Songs

	SB#565/HC#89/ SS#43– All I once held dear/Knowing You
	TB-725 – Knowing You
HC-89
SS-43
	No HT CD

HCD7-T19

	HC#179 – Come to Jesus
	HC-179
	HCD16-T19

	HC#72 – Emmanuel
	HC-72
	HCD6-T12

	HC#156 – Enter In
	HC-156
	HCD14-T16

	SB#77/HC#151/SS#31 – Fairest Lord Jesus
	TB-206 – Ascalon
HC-151
SS-31
	HTD5-T1 (3 vs.)
HCD14-T11

	SB#492/HC#65/SS#7 – God will make a way
	TB-639
HC-65
SS-7
	No HT CD
HCD5-T15

	HC#169 – Hallelujah
	HC-169
	HCD15-T19

	HC#120 – In the Manger
	HC-120
	HCD10-T20

	SB#376/HC#219 – King of kings, majesty

	TB-722 – same 
HC-219
	No HT CD
HCD20-T19

	HC#123/SS#55 – Shine on Us
	HC-123
SS-55
	HCD11-T13

	SB#124/SS#196/CF#25 – Silent night! Holy night! 

	TB-842 – Stille Nacht
SS-196
CF-25
	HTD4-T15 (3 vs.)

	SB#439/HC#139 – There is a message
	TB-879
HC-139
	No HT CD
HCD12-T19

	HC#136 – We All Bow Down
	HC-136
	HCD12-T16

	HC#45 – While We are Waiting, Come
	HC-45
	HCD3-T15

	SB#153/CF#35 – Thou didst leave thy throne/O come to my heart, Lord Jesus 
	TB-94 – Margaret
CF-35
	HTD10-T6 (4 vs.)

	SB#158 – Who is he in yonder stall
	TB-287 – Who is He?
	HTD10-T19 (6 vs.)



Advent Blessing
Be people of peace.
Let peace live in your heart and share the peace of Christ with all you meet.
Share peace by acting out of compassion and not fear.
Share peace by listening to all sides of the story.
Share peace by praying for our world.
In this Advent season, we need to see, feel, and share peace.
As you go out into the wonder of God’s creations, share peace and hope with those you meet. Amen.
(By Rev. Susannah DeBenedetto, Christ Congregational Church 
& Takoma Park Presbyterian Church, Takoma Park, MD)

	SB#116/HC#140/SS#194/CF#6 – O come, all ye faithful

	TB-496 – Adeste Fideles
HC-140
SS-194
CF-6
	HTD3-T1 (3 vs.)

HCD12-T20

			Additional Optional Songs

	SB#73/HC#141/SS#28 – All hail the power 

	TB-306 – Coronation
HC-141
SS-28
	HTD5-T5 (4 vs.)
HCD13-T11

	SB#112/HC#180 – It was on a starry night
	
	TB-535 – same
HC-280
	No HT CD
HCD16-T20

	SB#77/HC#151/SS#31 – Fairest Lord Jesus
	TB-206 - Ascalon
HC-151
CF-31
	HTD5-T1 (3 vs.)
HCD14-T11

	SB#106/HC#260/SS#189/CF#43 – Go, tell it on the mountain

	TB-631 – same

HC-260
SS-189
CF-43
	HTD11-T4 (2 vs., start with chorus)
HCD24-T20





	[bookmark: _Hlk24746818][bookmark: _Hlk24749282]Advent 2021 Week #2

	DRAMA
Unworthy
By Martyn Scott Thomas
© Copyright 2020 by Martyn Scott Thomas. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

	Topic:
	Christmas – Mary

	Scripture:
	Luke 1:26-38

	Synopsis:
	Mary shares concerns about her upcoming marriage with her mother.

	Characters:
	Anne – Mary’s mother
Mary – the mother of Jesus
Gabriel (offstage) – the Angel

	Props/Costumes:
	Biblical or modern casual. Chairs or a bench. A spotlight.

	Setting:
	Mary’s room.

	Running time:
	4 minutes



[Mary is seated, staring off into the distance.]

Anne:	[enters] Honey, why are you still up? Don’t you realize what time it is?

Mary:	Sorry, Mom. I just can’t sleep.

Anne:	[sits next to Mary] What’s on your mind?

Mary:	I don’t know. [pausing between each word] Nothing. Something. Everything. Take your pick.

Anne:	[guessing] Maybe this has something to do with Joseph?

Mary:	Mostly.

Anne:	He’s a fine man. Your father and I are so glad he’s proposed.

Mary:	I am, too. It’s just that . . .

Anne:	It’s okay to be nervous. Every young woman has questions before they get married.

Mary:	But I have so many. Am I too young? What kind of wife will I be? What kind of mother will I be? Why did Joseph pick me?

Anne:	Joseph picked you because he loves you.

Mary:	Does he really?

Anne:	Mary, our families have been very close for a long time. The two of you have grown up together.

Mary:	Maybe I’m just a safe choice – someone he knows.

Anne:	Then why did he pay your father twice the price for your marriage.

Mary:	He did what?

Anne:	Joseph wanted to make sure that you would be his wife. Like I said, he loves you very much.

Mary:	But why? Look at me! There’s nothing special about me.

Anne:	Obviously, he thinks differently.

Mary:	But I’m so plain looking. My nose looks funny, my ears are too big, my mouth is crooked . . . 

Anne:	And yet Joseph can’t stop looking at you when he’s around.

Mary:	[continuing] I can’t sew. 

Anne:	I’ll teach you.

Mary:	I’m messy.

Anne:	You’ll learn to clean.

Mary:	I can’t cook.

Anne:	Yes, you can. You made bread for us just the other day.

Mary:	And father threw it at the birds to keep them out of the garden.

Anne:	No, he threw rocks at them.

Mary:	Yes, my rock-hard bread.

Anne:	Oh, I’m sorry. We’ll work on that, too.

Mary:	But when?

Anne:	Whenever you want.

Mary:	You say that, but I’ll be out of the house sooner than you think.

Anne:	Mary, stop worrying. You’ll make Joseph a fine wife.

Mary:	That’s easy for you to say. You’re a perfect wife and mother.

Anne:	Hardly.

Mary:	Mother, everyone in town talks about you. “Did you see the coat that Anne made for Jesse?” “I love walking by Anne’s house to smell the bread as it’s baking.” “Anne is the loveliest woman in town. She has such beautiful eyes.”

Anne:	And someday they’ll say wonderful things about you, honey.

Mary:	I hardly think so.

Anne:	Let me tell you a little secret. When I was your age, I had a funny nose, big ears and a crooked mouth. I couldn’t cook, I couldn’t sew, and I never thought anyone would want to marry me.

Mary:	What happened?

Anne:	Your father loved me for who I was. He loved me for me. And Joseph loves you for who you are.

Mary:	But that’s the problem. I don’t know who I am. How can he?

Anne:	But he does.

Mary:	I don’t know why. I’m so plain. So ordinary. So unworthy of him.

Anne:	Honey, you’re all that Joseph wants and needs.

Mary:	I wish I felt the same.

Anne:	You’ll see. When the time comes, you’ll see that you’re perfect for Joseph. And he’s perfect for you.

Mary:	When will that time be?

Anne:	Sooner than you think. Now, why don’t you lie down and get some sleep.

Mary:	Thank you, Mom. I have so much on my mind, but this talk has helped.

Anne:	I love you, Mary. Good night. [exits]

Mary:	I love you, too. Good night. [to herself] I just wish I knew when all this would happen. [lies down]

[After a brief pause, a light shines on Mary. She sits up, looking at the light.]

Gabriel:	[offstage] Greetings favored one.

[Blackout]



	Advent 2021 Week #2

	Children’s Moment
Window Watching
By Katie Laidlaw
* Utilized during COVID-19 Pandemic

	Topic:
	Mary

	Scripture:
	Matthew 1:18-24; Luke 1:46-49

	Synopsis:
	Detective Candy Cane seeks to crack the cases of the involved parties of the Christmas story. Looking through the windows of Mary, Joseph, the Shepherds and the Angels in order to find the true meaning of Christmas. 

	Character:
	Detective Candy Cane

	Props/Costumes:
	Detective wear (glasses, magnifying glass, mustache, pencil, notepad, trench coat/sweater)


[bookmark: _Hlk63955491]
Script: 
If you don’t remember who I am, I am Detective Cane. Candy Cane. 

Today, we’re going to be investigating a girl named Mary. Now, Mary was a teenager – so this could be tough. 

Mary was about 15 years old and was supposed to be marrying a man named Joseph. Do you remember the angels we talked about last week? The angels told Mary that she was going to give birth to a son, and she should name Him Jesus because He would be the Messiah. 

Mary was already pregnant! She was going to have a baby! But Mary was not married. Unmarried and pregnant as a teenager?! That’s a little problematic, don’t you think? In the society Mary was growing up in it was normal for girls to get married at a young age. But for Mary to be pregnant and NOT married could have had her banished or shunned, possibly even hurt. If people found out that Mary was pregnant and not married, they would have avoided her and whispered about her. 

The angels told Mary that this baby was the Son of God – the Messiah! She didn’t need to be afraid because this was part of God’s plan. The angel shared this with Joseph too, so that he could know that Mary was telling the truth. Because of this, Joseph stayed with Mary and encouraged her to trust in God’s plan.

Mary decided to write a song about this experience. I want you to hear some of the words to this song because it is great evidence for our case! 

46 “My soul gives glory to the Lord.
47     My spirit delights in God my Savior.
48 He has taken note of me
    even though I am not considered important.” 
(Luke 1:46-48, NIRV)

Who would have thought that God would choose a young girl to give birth to the Messiah – the Son of God? Why didn’t God choose someone who had given birth before – someone who was experienced and knew what they were doing? 

Mary also says in her song:
48 “From now on all people will call me blessed.
49     The Mighty One has done great things for me.
    His name is holy.”
(Luke 1:48-49, NIRV)

I think I am figuring out that God chose Mary because she was humble. Mary was ready to serve God however He needed her to serve Him. Mary’s complete trust in God, especially her faithfulness and readiness to accomplish God’s plan, are beautiful examples of how we are to respond to God’s plan in our own lives. 

God doesn’t wait for us to grow up to use us. God wants to make us incredible to serve Him right now. You are not too young! Mary was 15 and was used incredibly by God. 

Romans 15:13 (NIRV): 13 May the God who gives hope fill you with great joy. May you have perfect peace as you trust in him. May the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with hope.

Whatever you feel God wants you to do or might be calling you to do, pray about it! God is ready to meet us where we are and use us for His glory. Even if we feel too young, or not ready, we will be amazed at how God can use us… Maybe we can even write a song about it like Mary did.

Another case CRACKED! 

[Close in prayer.] 

Main Points:
· Mary was chosen by God because of her humility 
· God uses ordinary people to accomplish His mission
· We can trust and hope in the faithfulness of God
· We are never too young for God to choose us and use us 

Questions: 
· Have you ever had to do something that scared you? How did you get through it?
· Why do you think God chose Mary to be Jesus’ mom?
· Do you think God has a plan for your life? 
· How can we discover what God’s plan is?


	WINDOWS ON CHRISTMAS
Advent Sermon – Week 2
The Window of Wonder – Mary
December 5, 2021

By Captain Catherine Mount

TITLE:  The Window of Wonder
SCRIPTURE:  Luke 1:26-56

ILLUSTRATION: What have you wondered about lately? (Share a personal story of what you have ‘wondered’ about.)

TRANSITION: There’s also the kind of wondering that opens up our imagination to the incredible. Take a moment and think about the definition of wonder:  “a feeling of surprise mingled with admiration, caused by something beautiful, unexpected, unfamiliar, or inexplicable”[endnoteRef:1]. Today we want to take a look at the Christmas story through The Window of Wonder.  [1:  define wonder - Bing] 


CONTEXT: We already know from the scripture we heard earlier that Mary’s initial response was to use reason. In Luke 1:34 – Mary’s response to the angel Gabriel – was “How is this going to happen?” And when Gabriel explains the work of the Holy Spirit in this miraculous way – what is her response in Luke 1:38? – she says: “Behold, I am the Lord’s bond-servant; may it be done to me according to your word.” Right after reason, her response goes to submission. But something beautiful happens a few verses later – Mary travels to her cousin Elizabeth’s house and her response, her explanation, her words to her family are not of reason or of explanation or excuses or panic or pride.  Her response is PRAISE. This portion of scripture, famously known as Mary’s Magnificat – is an expression of her praise, her admiration; simply put – her wonder.

WINDOW OF WONDER
SCRIPTURE: READ Luke 1:45-56

CONTEXT: This is a moment capturing Mary’s wonder at the situation. This is before she would have ‘felt’ the baby in her womb; before it was obvious to others that she was expecting.  Her spirit is FILLED with Joy in God. Friends, we can learn a lot from Mary. She was embracing the joy and the hope of wonder! She was recognizing God’s ACTIVE role in the world to show His love, and to send the Messiah, the Savior for the redemption of Israel. This song is a TESTIMONY to her Wonder and God’s Awesomeness. Mary is looking at her situation through the Window of Wonder, and the beauty of her wonder is that it results in her obedience.

CHALLENGE: do you need to start looking at a situation or circumstance in your life through the window of wonder? Look again, at Mary’s response: vs. 46-47: “My soul exalts the Lord and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior!” Now think about her situation - Mary is telling her cousin that she is unmarried and pregnant, and praising God would not seem like the typical response in this sort of situation – but she STARTS WITH PRAISE! She doesn’t say, ‘my mouth’ exalts the Lord; she doesn’t say, ‘my mind’ exalts the Lord. She is touched to her very essence – ‘My SOUL EXALTS the Lord.’ When was the last time you praised God from the very depths of your soul? Now look at what she does in the next 8 verses. She talks about how Great God is! What God has done! What God will do! Living with a ‘window of wonder’ perspective is a choice. How we respond to our situations and circumstances is a choice. 

TRANSITION: Let’s be honest, when we are not choosing the window of exaltation (like the angels), or the window of wonder (like Mary), then it’s likely we’re choosing to respond to situations a little bit differently. In fact, maybe we respond from a place rooted in our human nature instead, a place that looks more like windows of cynicism and stubbornness.

WINDOW OF STUBBORNESS
ILLUSTRATION: Share a personal story of your own experience with stubbornness

CONTEXT: Of course, there are times in life where it is good to be determined, and focused, but NOT when it puts our own will before God’s. Stubbornness is a tunnel vision of personal will. What if Mary was stubborn with Angel Gabriel when he arrived that night? How would the story be different if she wasn’t flexible with her life plan? What if her response was: “OH, no – God, please don’t use me. I have the next 5 years planned out and it doesn’t have ‘be impregnated by the Holy Spirit before I’m married’ on the checklist.”  N, she did not respond with a desire to seek her OWN will - she responded with a willingness to serve and an obedience that would affect her ENTIRE LIFE! AND not only that, it would affect THE REDEMPTION of the WHOLE WORLD! I am so thankful that Mary chose God’s will—that she chose to wonder, to follow HIS WAY instead of stubbornness. Often in the Old testament, Israel was stubborn and was described as stiff-necked, or having a hard heart, or acting like a mule. I’ll let you translate that as you’d like.

SCRIPTURE: READ Jeremiah 7:23-24

CHALLENGE: Are you walking with God? Do you incline your ear? Do you listen to His voice? Or are you stubborn in response to God’s plan for you? Think of Mary, and her willingness to serve. Brothers and sisters, is there an area in your life that you need to YIELD to WONDER and let go of stubbornness? Let go of that tunnel vision of your own will, and yield to the wonder.

TRANSITION: When we don’t choose wonder we can slide into a stubborn response, but we’re also in danger of looking at life through the window of Cynicism.

WINDOW OF CYNICISM 
CONTEXT: Think of cynicism as being “doubtful as to whether something will happen, or whether it is worthwhile, or if it’s trustworthy.”[endnoteRef:2]  I’m so glad Mary wasn’t cynical!  God knew the right woman, in the right moment of history, to be the mother of Jesus.  How easy it would have been to be cynical in this miraculous moment! First, an angel appears, then He tells her that she’s conceived the Son of God through the hovering of the Holy Spirit! I’m so glad Mary wasn’t a cynic! She could have easily, responded differently. And here’s the challenge – cynicism is a sneaky attitude that too readily works its way into human habits.  [2:  define cynical - Bing] 


ILLUSTRATION: Paul Maxwell describes it like this: “Cynicism is so undetectable because it is so justifiable. It wears a mask of insight and godliness, but it conceals festering wounds of harbored bitterness against God and neighbor. We need to understand cynicism, because the masks we wear tell us about the wounds we hide, and point us to the Savior who yearns to mend them.”[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Putting Off Cynicism | Desiring God] 


TRANSITION: Friends, we cannot get caught in the trap of cynicism – that kind of critical spirit erodes the very love and grace that the Holy Spirit is trying to build up inside of us. And the antidote is simple – Mary has already modeled it for us. How did Mary respond to God’s will? How can we respond to our everyday circumstances? It’s in Obedience and praise! When we submit to God, when we praise His name – then we are FILLED with love and grace – and when we are filled with love and grace – there’s no room left to be a cynic.

CLOSING CHALLENGE
You can’t be obedient to God if you’re not listening to Him, if you’re not recognizing His presence and responding to Him with awe and wonder. Maybe this Christmas you need to trade in your stubbornness and cynicism for wonder and awe. When is the last time you sat still, and meditated on the incredible TRUTH that Jesus became just like you so that He could save you – JESUS is the Word of God who became flesh and blood – so that you could turn your eyes to your Creator and be changed? So that, you could be filled with wonder.  	

SCRIPTURE: READ Romans 12:2 

ILLUSTRATION: If you wear eyeglasses, you’ll understand that they are essentially a window on your face that help you to see clearly. But what happens when they are dirty? It effects our perspective on everything. What kind of window are you looking through in your day to day? How’s it affecting your perspective?  

CHALLENGE: Maybe you need a bit more wonder in your life. And a lot less cynicism?  Maybe you need some more praise in your life and less stubbornness. Do you even allow the miraculous in at all? Do you need to ‘wash the windows’? Are you living with a little bit of wonder? Being cynical and stubborn is…well…sinful! Ask for forgiveness, repent, and let God renew your mind. Think about the awe and wonder of God’s plan for Jesus to come to this world and to recreate a pathway of redemption for the whole world.  Will you let him recreate that same kind of wonder in your life today? 

