WINDOWS ON CHRISTMAS
Advent Worship Series – Christmas Eve
Our Window on Christmas
December 24, 2021

	WORSHIP SERVICE OUTLINES
Each worship outline contains all elements needed for your worship service.  The order of each service presented is only a suggestion.  No doubt changes will be needed to accommodate the flow and worship style of your corps.  The outlines are flexible and allow opportunities to “cut and paste” as needed.  If you are blessed with instrumental or vocal music resources, you may find there is more structured material here than needed.  



[Pass out candles to congregation as they enter for worship.]

Call to Worship:
Life is all about perspective, and our own perceptions can be clarified and enriched by seeing life’s events through a number of different windows.  This Advent we have looked through new windows gaining a fresh perspective provided by those who were there—the angels, the shepherds, Mary and Joseph—allowing us to see and feel what they saw and felt, and to learn from their responses to the wonderful and powerful events of Christmas. 

May we, with grateful hearts, join in the exaltation of the Christ, God’s glorious gift to us!  Come and worship…worship Christ, the newborn king!
(Windows on Christmas, pp. 11-12, 32) 

	SB#100/HC#280/SS#186/CF#5 – Angels, from the realms of glory


 
	TB-407 – Regent Square
HC-280
SS-186
CF-5
	HTD4-T12 (4 vs.)

HCD26-T20

			Additional Optional Songs

	SS#187/CF#17 – Angels we have heard on high
	SS-187
CF-17
	

	SB#112/HC#180 – It was on a starry night/A Starry Night 
	TB-535 – same
HC-180
	No HT CD
HCD16-T20

	SB#39/HC#121 – Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee/Joyful, Joyful 
	TB-367 – Europe
HC-121
	HTD3-T11 (4 vs.)
HCD11-T11



Invocation

The Window of Wonder – Mary 

Responsive Reading:

Leader:	26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”         

Women:	 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 

Leader:	30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

Women:	34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”  
  
Leader:	35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.”

Women:	 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
(Luke 1:26-38, NRSV)

Leader:	Amazingly, Mary understood the magnitude of what she had been chosen to do, and she accepted with humility.  Imagine her emotions, her disbelief, her sense of unworthiness, her joy, her amazement.  Imagine the wonder in her heart.
(Windows on Christmas, p. 39)

	SB#118/SS#195/CF#8 – O little town of Bethlehem
	TB-136 – same 
SS-195
CF-8
	HTD3-T5 (3 vs.)

			Additional Optional Songs

	SB#111/SS#192/CF#24 – It came upon the midnight clear
	TB-133 – same 
SS-192
CF-24
	HTD9-T7 (3 vs.)

	SB#117/CF#20 – O come, Immanuel
	TB-444 – same 
CF-20
	HTD11-T8 (3 vs.)

	CF#30 – O Holy Night
	CF-30
	



The Window of Obedience – Joseph

Responsive Reading:

Leader:	In the Christmas story there is a silent and almost invisible character in the drama of Christ’s birth: Joseph, the carpenter of Nazareth.  He made choices. He could have turned and walked away.  Instead, he undertook willingly and obediently what could arguably be the most impossible task in the universe—to be the stepfather for the Son of God.
(Windows on Christmas, pp. 69-70)

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 	 

Men:	“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”

Leader:	22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:

Men:	23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).  24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
(Matthew 1:18-25, NIV)

	HC#220 – Incarnate
	HC-220
	HCD20-T20

			Additional Optional Songs

	HC#72 – Emmanuel
	HC-72
	HCD6-T12

	SB#82/HC#82/SS#38 – Jesus, name above all names
	TB-714 – same
HC-82
SS-38
	No HT CD
HCD7-T12

	HC#169 – Hallelujah
	HC-169
	HCD15-T19

	SB#114/HC#146/SS#137 – Light of the world/Here I am to Worship

	TB-653 – Here I am to Worship
HC-146
SS-137
	No HT CD

HCD13-T16

	SB#117/CF#20 – O come, Immanuel
	TB-444 – same
CF-20
	HTD11-T8 (3 vs.)



The Christ Candle

Lighting of Advent Candle

Reader 1:	1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
(Luke 2:1-7, NRSV)

[Relight the first four candles, then light the Christ Candle in the center of the wreath.]

Reader 2:	On this most holy day we light all four candles in our Advent wreath, and we are reminded of the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of His coming.  Tonight, we light the fifth candle. It is the Christ candle and symbolizes Christ’s presence in our world. 

Reader 1: 	The long-awaited Messiah has arrived. He has come to dwell among his people. He is truly “God with us.”

Reader 2: 	Let us pray: “Thank you, God, for sending Christ to dwell among us. We ask that as we wait for all your promises to come true, and for Christ to come again, that you would remain present with us. Help us today and every day to worship you, to hear your word, and to do your will by sharing the celebration of Christ’s coming with each other. We ask it in the name of the One who was born in Bethlehem. Amen.” 

	SB#113/SS#193CF#2 – Joy to the world!  
	TB-87 – same
SS-193
CF-2
	HTD4-T9 (3 vs.)

			Additional Optional Songs

	HC#169 – Hallelujah  
	HC-169
	HCD15-T19

	SB#112/HC#180 – It was on a starry night/A Starry Night
	TB-535 – same
HC-180
	No HT CD
HCD16-T20



The Window of Exaltation – The Angels

Leader:	8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them,

Men:	“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

Leader:	13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

Women:	14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
(Luke 2:8-14, NIV)

Leader:	The angels exalt Christ for who He is and for what He has done.  They exalted Him in His birth, ministered to Him in His life, supported Him in His anguish, announced Him in His resurrection—all because He is the Christ.  All because He chose to express His inexpressible love in such a mysterious and wonderful way—and pour it out on His wayward creation.

The angels know what we too easily forget: that the Lord Jesus Christ is ever and always deserving of the highest exaltation.  And if the angels, who can only observe redeeming love but never experience it, exalt the Christ for His grace, how much more should adoration of the Savior drive the hearts and passions of the men and women who have been granted this great grace!  

This marriage of awe and exaltation from observing angels and redeemed humanity finds wonderful expression in one of the most familiar of Christmas hymns:

		Hark! the herald angels sing:
		Glory to the newborn King!
(Windows on Christmas, pp. 30-31)

	SB#108/HC#270/SS#191/CF#1– Hark! the herald angels sing 

 
	TB-270 – same
HC-270
SS-191
CF-1
	HTD4-T5 (3 vs.)

HCD25-T20

	Additional Optional Songs

	SS#187/CF#17 – Angels we have heard on high
	SS-187
CF-17
	

	SB#132/CF#4 – While shepherds watched
	TB-123 – same 
CF-4
	HTD11-T14 (4 vs. – repeat last line)



The Window of Worship – The Shepherds

Leader:	15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

Men:	“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

Leader:	16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 

Women:	19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 

Men:	20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
(Luke 2:15-20, NIV)

Leader:	With their hearts bursting with wonder at what they had experienced, they shared that wonder with others by telling the whole amazing story—the angels and the glory and the baby.  This is true worship—to kneel before the Christ so that you are then able to stand before others and proclaim His glory and salvation.  To think that all of this burst forth from a worship experience in a most unlikely place, on a most unlikely night, involving some most unlikely men.
(Windows on Christmas, pp. 62-63)


	SB#116/HC#140/SS#194/CF#6 – O come, all ye faithful

	TB-496 – Adeste Fideles
HC-140
SS-194
CF-6
	HTD3-T1 (3 vs.)

HCD12-T20

			Additional Optional Songs

	SB#73/HC#141/SS#28 – All hail the power 

	TB-306 – Coronation
HC-141
SS-28
	HTD5-T5 (4 vs.)
HCD13-T11

	SB#100/HC#280/SS#186/CF#5 – Angels, from the realms of glory


 
	TB-407 – Regent Square
HC-280
SS-186
CF-5
	HTD4-T12 (4 vs.)

HCD26-T20

	SB#114/HC#146/SS#137 – Light of the world/Here I am to Worship 

	TB-653 – Here I am to worship
HC-146
SS-137
	No HT CD

HCD13-T16



Our Window on Christmas

Devotional

[Instruct congregation to take their candles and stand in a large circle around the room.  Candles will then be lit during the singing of “Silent Night.”]

	SB#124/SS#196/CF#25 – Silent night! 

	TB-842 – Stille Nacht
SS-196
CF-25
	HTD4-T15 (3 vs.)




Benediction:

Believe:  for light is now in the world.
Believe:  for God has become one of us.
Believe:  for Love is born in each of us.
Believe:  for the manger is full.
Believe:  it is as the prophets said.
Go and believe:  the blessings of Christmas…of family, of friends and of God with you today.  Amen.

Merry Christmas!

	SB#106/HC#260/SS#189/CF#43 – Go, tell it on the mountain

	TB-631 – same

HC-260
SS-189
CF-43
	HTD11-T4 (2 vs., start with chorus)
HCD24-T20

			Additional Optional Songs

	SB#112/HC#180 – It was on a starry night/A Starry Night
	TB-535 – same
HC-180
	No HT CD
HCD16-T20

	SB#116/HC#140/SS#194/CF#6 – O come, all ye faithful

	TB-496 – Adeste Fideles
HC-140
SS-194
CF-6
	HTD3-T1 (3 vs.)

HCD12-T20
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WINDOWS ON CHRISTMAS
Advent Devotional – Christmas Eve
Our Window on Christmas
December 24, 2021

The men and women and angels that witnessed the events surrounding the birth of Christ leave to us a legacy of response, and their responses were anything but casual.  They were intense and passionate as they gazed on the Christ child and glorified His heavenly Father.

The great challenge left to us, I suspect, is that all of our Christmas celebrations should include traces or threads of all the reactions they exhibited—exaltation, wonder, worship, obedience and salvation.  If we do this, we will cut through all the glitz and the glam that can camouflage the Christmas Child, drowning out the noise of a season grown increasingly secular and commercial, and reminding us of the beauty of the One who is Christmas.  These windows on Christmas are perspectives to be treasured.
(Windows on Christmas, p. 120)

To see what is in these windows we first have to stop, and then, as C. S. Lewis advised, “we must look, and go on looking till we have certainly seen exactly what is there.”

There is something beyond the surface of the everyday events of the nativity by looking through windows provided by those who were there, allowing us to see and feel what they saw and felt, and to learn from their responses to these wonderful and powerful events.  Sometime or another we have all seen it, or at least sensed it.  And if we can’t put our finger on it, it puts it’s finger on us, tapping us on the shoulder, urging us to stop and look and listen to what God may be saying to us through them.  God speaks through many things.

Can we see the divine humility in the way that word of God was spoken?  Can we see even greater humility when the word of God was spoken in the middle of the night to a teenage girl in the barnyard stanch of a stable, where divine eloquence was reduced to the whimper of a child?

But why was the word of God so spoken?  Why then?  Why there?  Why in that way?

To teach us, I think, that there is no time, no place, no event so earthly that God cannot be there, speaking through them.  These moments where earth is crammed with heaven, these Bethlehem moments where something divine is birthed through very human wombs, will go unnoticed unless we realize the meek and unassuming way that God characteristically comes.

We must look for windows in places we are unaccustomed to looking, in small towns and stables.  We must listen for voices we are unaccustomed to hearing, a star in the sky saying, “Come this way,” or a dream in the night saying, “Go another way.”  We must look in those windows and go on looking until we see something sacred in the straw.
(Windows of the Soul, pp 44)

We revel in the benefits and blessings of Christmas—but He is Christmas.  We enjoy the gifts and trappings of Christmas presents—but He is the eternal One who brings true joy and everlasting life.  We can be consumed with wrappings and focused on lists of presents—but the One wrapped in cloths at His birth remains “the greatest Gift of all.”  May we look and love and never forget that…

This, this is Christ King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste, to bring him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.

This Christmas, and every day…

O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord.
(Windows on Christmas, p. 121)

[Instruct congregation to take their candles and stand in a large circle around the room.  Candles will then be lit during the singing of “Silent Night.”]


