WINDOWS ON CHRISTMAS
Advent Worship Series – Week 4
The Window of Worship – The Shepherds
December 19, 2021

	WORSHIP SERVICE OUTLINES
Each worship outline contains all elements needed for your worship service.  The order of each service presented is only a suggestion.  No doubt changes will be needed to accommodate the flow and worship style of your corps.  The outlines are flexible and allow opportunities to “cut and paste” as needed.  If you are blessed with instrumental or vocal music resources, you may find there is more structured material here than needed.  



Announcements and Offering 
[Announce that a special World Services offering will be collected later in the service.]

Call to Worship
How surprised Mary must have been when a band of ragtag shepherds arrived at the stable telling of angelic hosts and “a star of wonder”—all announcing the birth of her son!  Though still exhausted from childbirth, Mary, must have been astonished as these simple men of the fields bowed in worship before her son and then went to tell everyone they encountered about the child they had seen.

The shepherds were the first to kneel at the manger, which could seem surprising, given who and what they were.  Yet, there they were—worshiping the newborn Savior!  So let’s look through the window of worship to learn about them.  By doing this, we will better understand and appreciate their reactions to what they witnessed on that cold Judean night outside Bethlehem.  Knowing them better will also enable us to move beyond historical records and ancient hymns to share their experience and join in their celebration.
(Windows on Christmas, p. 50) 

	SB#114/HC#146/SS#137 – Light of the world/Here I am to Worship 

	TB-653 – Here I am to worship
HC-146
SS-137
	No HT CD

HCD13-T16

			Additional Optional Songs

	SB#100/HC#280/SS#186/CF#5 – Angels, from the realms of glory


 
	TB-407 – Regent Square
HC-280
SS-186
CF-5
	HTD4-T12 (4 vs.)

HCD26-T20

	SS#187/CF#17 – Angels we have heard on high
	SS-187
CF-17
	

	SB#103/CF#41 – Christians awake, salute the happy morn
	TB-476 – same
CF-41
	HTD10-T1 (3 vs.)

	SB#105 – Do you know the song that the angels sang
	TB-627 – Glory in the highest
	No HT CD

	SS#190/CF#22 – God Rest You Merry Gentlemen
	SS-190
CF-22
	

	SB#106/HC#260/SS#189/CF#43 – Go, tell it on the mountain


	TB-631 – same

HC-260
SS-189
CF-43
	HTD11-T4 (2 vs., start with chorus)
HCD24-T20

	SB#108/HC#270/SS#191/CF#1– Hark! the herald angels sing 

 
	TB-270 – same
HC-270
SS-191
CF-1
	HTD4-T5 (3 vs.)
HCD25-T20


	SB#112/HC#180 – It was on a starry night/A Starry Night 
	TB-535 – same
HC-180
	No HT CD
HCD16-T20

	SB#116/HC#140/SS#194/CF#6 – O come, all ye faithful


	TB-496 – Adeste Fideles
HC-140
SS-194
CF-6
	HTD3-T1 (3 vs.)

HCD12-T20

	SB#125 – The angel Gabriel from Heaven came
	TB-624 – Gabriel’s Message
	No HT CD

	SB#126/SS#197/CF#19 – The first Noel the angel did say

	TB-857 – The first Nowell
SS-197
CF-19
	HTD6-T18 (3 vs.)



Invocation

	Children’s Moment – Window Watching



Humbling Worship in an Unexpected Place

Responsive Reading:

Leader:	Life is filled with “moments” that brand heart and memory.  With what the shepherds saw in those moments on the hills of Judea, they must have been feeling—breathtaking, spectacular, magnificent, humbling, and overwhelming splendor. Luke’s description challenges our imaginations and thrills our hearts.

Women:	9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 

Men:	11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

Leader:	13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

All:	14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
Leader:	After hearing the message of the angels, the shepherds’ first response was to find the stable where Mary had given birth to the Savior.

Women:	15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

Men:	“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”  

Women:	16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.

Leader:	The shepherds’ response was, first, to worship, and, second, to tell what they had seen!

All:	17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.
(Luke 2:9-18, NIV)

Leader:	With their hearts bursting with wonder at what they had experienced, they shared that wonder with others telling the whole amazing story—the angels and the glory and the baby.  This is true worship—to kneel before the Christ so that you are then able to stand before others and proclaim His glory and salvation.  To think that all of this burst forth from a worship experience in a most unlikely place, on a most unlikely night, involving some most unlikely men.
(Windows on Christmas, pp. 54-56, 61-63)

World Services – Special Offering
[Instruct congregation to bring their special World Services offering to the front of the chapel and place it under the Christmas tree (or near the nativity scene or Advent wreath) while the next song is sung.]

	HC#168 – Christmas Offering
(Christmas lyrics for “Offering” – HC#168)
Words by Paul Baloche
Christmas Offering lyrics © Capitol Cmg Genesis
	HC-168
	HCD15-T18

	1) Over the skies of Bethlehem appeared a star
While angels sang to lowly shepherds.
Three wisemen seeking truth, they traveled from afar
Hoping to find the Child from Heaven.
Falling on their knees, 
They bow before the humble Prince of peace.

CHORUS
I bring an offering of worship to my King.
No one on earth deserves the praises that I sing.
Jesus, may you receive the honor that you’re due.
Oh Lord, I bring an offering to you.

2) The sun cannot compare to the glory of your love.
There is no shadow in your presence.
No mortal man would dare to stand before your throne,
Before the Holy One of heaven.
It’s only by your blood,
And it’s only through your mercy. Lord, I come.

			Additional Optional Songs

	SB#376/HC#219 – King of kings, majesty

	TB-722 – same 
HC-219
	No HT CD
HCD20-T19

	HC#136 – We All Bow Down
	HC-136
	HCD12-T16



Advent Intercession 

Pastoral Prayer 

The Candle of Love

Lighting of Advent Candle

Reader 1	16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
(John 3:16-17, NIV)

[Relight the first three candles, then light the fourth (purple) candle.] 

Reader 2:	Today we relight the candle of Hope, recalling God’s promise; the candle of Peace, remembering the birth of the Prince of Peace, and the candle of Joy, reminding us of the joy found in Him. Now we light the candle of Love. We celebrate the announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s love revealed through the Christ child. 

Reader 1:	Let us pray: Father, we thank you for revealing yourself though Jesus, and we praise you for the greatness of your love. Help us to share your love with others and live our lives more like Christ every day. In His name we pray. Amen.	

	Drama – Do You Smell What I Smell?



Sermon – The Window of Worship
[bookmark: _Hlk54564919]
	SB#376/HC#219 – King of kings, majesty

	TB-722 – same 
HC-219
	No HT CD
HCD20-T19

			Additional Optional Songs

	HC#72 – Emmanuel
	HC-72
	HCD6-T12

	HC#156 – Enter In
	HC-156
	HCD14-T16

	SB#77/HC#151/SS#31 – Fairest Lord Jesus
	TB-206 – Ascalon
HC-151
SS-31
	HTD5-T1 (3 vs.)
HCD14-T11

	SB#492/HC#65/SS#7 – God will make a way
	TB-639 – same 
HC-65
SS-7
	No HT CD
HCD5-T15

	HC#169 – Hallelujah
	HC-169
	HCD15-T19

	HC#220 – Incarnate
	HC-220
	HCD20-T20

	HC#120 – In the Manger
	HC-120
	HCD10-T20

	HC#123/SS#55 – Shine on Us
	HC-123
SS-55
	HCD11-T13

	SB#124/SS#196/CF#25 – Silent night! Holy night! 

	TB-842 – Stille Nacht
SS-196
CF-25
	HTD4-T15 (3 vs.)

	SB#439/HC#139 – There is a message
	TB-879
HC-139
	No HT CD
HCD12-T19

	HC#136 – We All Bow Down
	HC-136
	HCD12-T16

	HC#45 – While We are Waiting, Come
	HC-45
	HCD3-T15

	SB#153/CF#35 – Thou didst leave thy throne/O Come to My Heart, Lord Jesus
	TB-94 – Margaret
CF-35
	HTD10-T6 (4 vs.)

	SB#158 – Who is He in yonder stall
	TB-287 – Who is He?
	HTD10-T19 (6 vs.)



Advent Blessing
Be people of love.
Let love live in your heart and share the love of Christ with all you meet.
Share love by loving those you see regularly. Share love by loving those you do not know. 
Start by loving your community.
Share love by praying for our world.
In this Advent season, we need to see, feel, and share love.
As you go out into the wonder of God’s creation, share love, joy, peace, and hope with those you meet. 
Amen. 
(By Rev. Susannah DeBenedetto, Christ Congregational Church 
& Takoma Park Presbyterian Church, Takoma Park, MD)

	[bookmark: _Hlk63966972]SB#112/HC#180 – It was on a starry night/A Starry Night
	TB-535 – same
HC-180
	No HT CD
HCD16-T20

			Additional Optional Songs

	SB#73/HC#141/SS#28 – All hail the power of Jesus’ name

	TB-306 – Coronation
HC-141
SS-28
	HTD5-T5 (4 vs.)
HCD13-T11

	SB#116/HC#140/SS#194/CF#6 – O come, all ye faithful

	TB-496 – Adeste Fideles
HC-140
SS-194
CF-6
	HTD3-T1 (3 vs.)

HCD12-T20

	SB#77/HC#151/SS#31 – Fairest Lord Jesus
	TB-206 – Ascalon
HC-151
SS-31
	HTD5-T1 (3 vs.)
HCD14-T11

	SB#106/HC#260/SS#189/CF#43 – Go, tell it on the mountain
	TB-631 – same

HC-260
SS-189
CF-43
	HTD11-T4 (2 vs., start with chorus)
HCD24-T20





	[bookmark: _Hlk24746818][bookmark: _Hlk24749282]Advent 2021 Week #4

	DRAMA
Do You Smell What I Smell?
By Martyn Scott Thomas
© Copyright 2020 by Martyn Scott Thomas. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

	Topic:
	Christmas – Shepherds

	Scripture:
	Luke 2:9-18

	Synopsis:
	Two shepherds discuss an amazing night.

	Characters:
	Jeb – a shepherd
Nathan – a shepherd

	Props/Costumes:
	Biblical or modern casual. Shepherd’s crooks (optional).

	Setting:
	Bare stage.

	Running time:
	4 minutes



[Nathan is standing center stage looking up at the sky.]

Jeb:	[enters] Nathan, what are you doing?

Nathan:	[still looking up] Nothing.

Jeb:	[looking up] I don’t think you’ll see any sheep up there.

Nathan:	[looking at Jeb] I know. I was just hoping they might come back.

Jeb:	[looking at Nathan] That was pretty amazing.

Nathan:	I’ve never seen anything like that before.

Jeb:	None of us has. That was a once in a lifetime thing.

Nathan:	[looking up again] So you don’t think the angels will be back?

Jeb:	I don’t think so. There’s really no reason for them to.

Nathan:	What do you mean?

Jeb:	They came to tell us about the baby. They told us all those wonderful things. And all of them were true.

Nathan:	I still can’t believe it was all as they said it would be. The baby, the strips of cloth, even the manger.

Jeb:	And the song they sang!

Nathan:	I’ve never heard music like that before.

Jeb:	[attempting to sing, very dramatic] “Glory to God in the highest.”

Nathan:	And probably never will again.

Jeb:	[insulted] Hey!

Nathan:	But, you know what we can do?

Jeb:	What?

Nathan:	We can go see the baby again.

Jeb:	Yeah, let’s do that. We can go right after our shift.

Nathan:	Hopefully Matthew and the others will be here a little early.

Jeb:	Not likely. Matthew is never on time. [sniffs around] Hey, do you smell something?

Nathan:	Um, something like sheep?

Jeb:	No, something funny.

Nathan:	Have you ever smelled sheep?

Jeb:	No, I know what sheep smell like. [sniffing] No, this is something different.

Nathan:	[steps away from Jeb] I don’t smell anything.

Jeb:	[sniffing again] Now I don’t either. I must have been imagining things.

Nathan:	[moving back toward Jeb] Okay, well we’d better get back to the sheep.

Jeb:	Wait a minute. [sniffs Nathan] It’s you. You smell funny.

Nathan:	[backing away] No I don’t.

Jeb:	[moves closer, sniffs] Yes, you do. You smell like [thinking] flowers.

Nathan:	I do not.

Jeb:	Yes. [sniffs again] You smell like flowers.

Nathan:	No, I smell like I always do – like sheep.

Jeb:	No, it’s definitely not sheep. [thinking] Wait a minute. Did you take a bath?

Nathan:	No.

Jeb:	[glaring at Nathan]

Nathan:	Yes.

Jeb:	Nathan, why did you take a bath? It’s not the Sabbath.

Nathan:	Well, I was thinking about the angels and the baby and all the stuff that happened last night.

Jeb:	Yeah?

Nathan:	And I thought that maybe we could stop by and see the baby again.

Jeb:	Yeah?

Nathan:	And I thought that maybe if this baby really is a king, that maybe I shouldn’t smell like sheep.

Jeb:	That actually makes a lot of sense.

Nathan:	So, who smells funny now?

Jeb:	You do. But maybe I should, too.

Nathan:	What?

Jeb:	Hey, can you cover for me for a little while?

Nathan:	Why do you need me to cover for you?

Jeb:	No reason. [exiting]

Nathan:	[calling out] I left my bath oil down by the stream in case you need some.

[Blackout]




	Advent 2021 Week #4

	CHILDREN’S MOMENT
Window Watching
By Katie Laidlaw
*Utilized during COVID-19 Pandemic

	Topic:
	The Shepherds

	Scripture:
	Luke 2:9-18

	Synopsis:
	Detective Candy Cane seeks to crack the cases of the involved parties of the Christmas story. Looking through the windows of Mary, Joseph, the Shepherds and the Angels in order to find the true meaning of Christmas.

	Character:
	Detective Candy Cane

	Props/Costumes:
	Detective wear (glasses, magnifying glass, mustache, pencil, notepad, trench coat/sweater)



Script:
I have come to solve another case—Detective Candy Cane style! 

Supposedly we’re going to be looking at a group of suspects today: shepherds. We know that shepherds take care of sheep. They are those people with the long crooks who make sure large packs of sheep stay together and keep them safe from the dangers of the wilderness. I don’t think the shepherds “baa” at the sheep to communicate with them… even though that’s how I would communicate with them. I think it could work. Can you guys try that out? Give me your best sheep sound on the count of 3… 1, 2, 3! [baaa…]

Based on my evidence, it was a normal night of work for the shepherds. It was a cool, partly cloudy evening as the shepherds were minding their own business and watching their sheep. Then all of a sudden, this bright light appeared and glory was all around them! We know from our first case what the angels may have sounded like. Imagine standing in a dark field, with a bunch of sheep, expecting a normal night when all of a sudden you see this bright light and hear the heavenly noises! We can guarantee that the shepherds were feeling terrified. 

The shepherds were considered to be the “losers” of their society. Being a shepherd was one of the most basic, lowly, dirty, smelly jobs you could have during Bible times. Why do you think angels would show up to tell the shepherds, of all people, about Jesus being born? [allow kids to answer]

From what we discovered in our case about Mary, God chooses ordinary people to speak to and use for His glory. We don’t need to be fancy, rich or old for God to speak to us and use us. God doesn’t care what we do, how much money or stuff we have, or how busy we are. God cares about who we are and what our hearts look like. 

The angels told the shepherds about the glory of Jesus – the Messiah – because the good news of Jesus is for EVERYONE. Jesus is the Messiah who was sent to save all people from their sin. No one is too good or not good enough for this good news. This means that we can and should tell ANYONE and EVERYONE about this good news! 

Guess what the shepherds did next? The shepherds were so surprised and amazed at this news that they could not help but worship. “Glory to God in the highest and peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

Right away, the shepherds wanted to share the good news of Jesus and went to worship Him. 

Sometimes our worship is singing, or reading the Bible, praying or going to church. The shepherds showed us a different kind of worship: telling other people about how awesome Jesus is!

This is what Christmas is all about… and that’s the ultimate case solved.

[close in prayer] 

Main Points: 
· The shepherds experienced God’s glory 
· God doesn’t care what we do or how much we have, but about who we are 
· The good news of Jesus is for everyone 
· We can worship by telling others how awesome Jesus is 

Questions:
· Have you ever felt like a “loser” before? Like you were lonely, left out and less than? 
· What do you think it would be like to surrounded by God’s glory? What would it look like, sound like, feel like?
· How can we/in what ways can we tell others about Jesus? 
· What are some other ways we can worship God?



	WINDOWS ON CHRISTMAS
Advent Sermon – Week 4
The Window of Worship - Shepherds
December 19, 2021

By Captain Catherine Mount

TITLE:  The Window of Worship
SCRIPTURE:  Luke 2:8-20

ILLUSTRATION: Share any personal knowledge you have about shepherding. (Even if it is nothing, that would be perfectly fine to share!)

CONTEXT: These shepherds stayed on the outskirts of Bethlehem. It’s very likely they were caring for sheep that would be used for temple sacrifices, so it was a really important job – however, it definitely was NOT a glamorous job, and frankly made them unclean. So here they are – men who raise lambs for sacrifices, yet they were most likely labeled ‘unclean’ to make their own sacrifice at the temple. They were simple, and they were unlikely, and yet they are documented as witnesses to the moment that changed everything on Earth. And today, we get to look at the Christmas story through their window.

TRANSITION: This entire season we have been considering the different perspectives we can take when it comes to the Christmas story. We’ve talked about having a perspective of Exaltation (as demonstrated by the angels), the window of Wonder (shown to us through Mary), and the perspective of Obedience as seen through the life of Joseph. And today we settle on the Shepherds’ experience; we’ll explore the window of Worship. So first, let’s clarify: What is worship?

WHAT IS WORSHIP
POINT: Worship is the Recognition of God.

SCRIPTURE: READ Romans 12:1

CHALLENGE: Our proper worship is RECOGNIZING God and offering our whole lives to Him – our whole bodies. How we live, speak, act, so that our very essence would be an act of worship to God. 

Now look in Luke 2:20. Worship could be described here as “glorifying and praising God.” The Greek word for glorifying is interesting – it is pronounced (dox-ad’-zo). Go ahead and say that out loud. It’s used over and over again in the New Testament, either as ‘glorifying’ or ‘glorified’ or sometimes it’s translated as the word ‘honor’ – and when it is used (at least every time in the book of Luke) it is used in the context of a response. For example, someone is healed: they glorify God. Someone witnesses a miracle: they glorify God. 

But here’s what’s interesting. Yes, glorifying means to “praise, extol, magnify, celebrate,” but the FIRST definition for glorifying is this: “to think, suppose, to be of opinion.” So when the shepherds “returned, glorifying and praising God,” they are doing more than celebrating…they are communicating an opinion!  They’ve had an attitude adjustment, a mind shift, a change of thinking. They’ve had a mental awakening of the Truth of WHO God is and what He is doing. Regardless of who they are, what their vocation is, or where they come from – they cannot stay silent. So, when the shepherds choose to worship, it is not a private act of singing and prayer, but a very public expression of exuberant testimony. They could not shut up about it. Their minds and their souls had been opened up to the wonder and majesty of the Creator God. 

Brothers and sisters, when it comes to worshiping God—our Triune, miracle-working, world-creating God—have you fallen into the trap of putting worship into the box of ‘Sunday morning church’ or a ‘musical expression’?  Choosing to worship should be about RECOGNIZING GOD and letting that truth rewire your very thinking, which in turn affects your everyday living. 

Worshiping is a choice. Look at what we’ve read.  What was the shepherd’s initial response in this story? Look at verse 9: “An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were . . .TERRIFIED.” First reaction? Not awe, but Terror. So the angel tells them not to be afraid. 

Now, look at verse 15: “When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’” So, their Second reaction, isn’t celebration or extoling or magnifying, rather it is curiosity. 

TRANSITION: The truth is, just like the shepherds we have a choice of how and when to worship. Now I would like to think being a first-hand witness to a giant group of angelic creatures appearing in the sky and shouting ‘glory to God in the highest’ – that scene would be enough to move me to worship! But listen, that’s not always the case, is it? And it’s important, because there’s a danger when it comes to worship – too often people get caught up in worshiping created things instead of the Creator. 

WHAT WE WORSHIP
POINT:  What we worship matters. 

CHALLENGE:  There are lots of ‘GOOD’—even ‘holy’—things that can easily slide into a place of worship in our lives. I mean, just imagine these shepherds on the Judean hillside: the angels were an incredible site! But, friends, THE ANGELS were not the POINT. The shepherds would have been able to tell their friends at work about the amazing thing that happened that night, but if they had not gone into town to witness the MESSIAH in the Manger, their minds, their souls, their very lives would never have changed without the direct encounter with Jesus the Christ child. 

Experiencing JESUS is what changed them – not the angels, not the ministry of caring for unblemished sheep used at the temple. Before they encountered Jesus, they were terrified and curious. After? They glorified God. Jesus is who they worshiped. Friends, what do you worship in your life? Is there something or someone else who has taken a place that was ever only meant for God? It is easy to say that God is our priority, but is that truly reflected in how you glorify Him—if you glorify and praise God at all?

Just imagine if the shepherds had responded differently. What if in their terror they never left their sheep? What if they decided it was too risky to be curious, and they never left the hillside? What if they idolized their sheep/their career so much that they missed the opportunity to witness the newborn King? What if they were so enamored with the angels, that they worshiped the messengers instead of the very God who created words! Brothers and sisters, WHAT we worship matters! If you are putting anything in your life in front of God, then you’re looking through the window of your own desires, not the window of worship. 

TRANSITION: When we look at life through the window of worship, it draws us NEAR to the ONE we worship, and in that experience we can clearly see WHO WE WORSHIP.

WHO WE WORSHIP
POINT: Jesus is the Prince of Peace. 

CONTEXT: What does Luke 2 teach us about the ONE we worship?  It reminds us that sometimes God chooses the most unlikely to be his spokespeople. A shepherd! Dirty, unclean by the standards of their Jewish peers. And yet called to witness the Messiah’s arrival to earth. Over and over again through the Old and New Testaments God chooses people to be a part of His redemption story that are…well…not the most likely candidates. There was Peter who was always a little too aggressive, and then denied Jesus at his death; Paul the persecutor; Thomas the Doubter; David the unqualified boy and the adulterer; Jael the housewife; Esther the orphan; Moses the murderer; Shepherds on a hillside. God loves the whole world and will make a way for those who are willing to be used for His glory. The ONE we worship will be faithful to the those who follow Him, and He is faithful to call and to use those who follow. 

It also shows us a God who follows through on His promises. There are over 400 prophecies in the Old Testament about the coming of the Messiah.  And the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Mary and Joseph, born in Bethlehem, fulfilled ALL of them. We can KNOW and TRUST that God will do what He says He will do. 

SCRIPTURE: READ Luke 2:13-14 

Who do the angels say God is? Well, right here it says that He is the ONE who created, who brings, who GIVES PEACE! “PEACE to those on whom his favor rests.” Brothers and sisters, that is a promise. God is our Peace-Giver! Now, I think we understand God as peace, but I love connecting this praise of the angels, this moment of curiosity and ‘almost’ worship of the shepherds to connect to the Hebrew word for peace. 

SCRIPTURE: READ Isaiah 9:6

CHALLENGE:  Jesus is the Prince of Peace. And since we had a Greek lesson a little earlier – here’s our Hebrew lesson for the day. The Hebrew word used for peace in Isaiah 9 might be familiar to you: It is SHALOM. Isaiah is declaring Jesus the Prince of Shalom. And the root definition describes shalom as:  completeness, soundness, welfare. It means peace. Jesus Christ is the prince of Shalom. Compare it to Luke 2, and ask yourself the question – WHO do we worship? It is JESUS – the HEIR of SHALOM. The one who completes you, the one whose FAVOR rests on you. I don’t know about you, brothers and sisters, but when I let the Holy Spirit work out this truth in my heart and mind, all I can do is…worship!

TRANSITION: Now is the time to recognize God—to acknowledge our life-giving, peace-giving Creator. 

CLOSING CHALLENGE
SCRIPTURE: READ John 14:27

CHALLENGE:  This moment at the end of Jesus’ life reminds us of the shepherds. When the angel says to them, “Don’t be afraid.”  Jesus comes alongside us today and says: “Don’t let your hearts be troubled.” Do you have a troubled heart today? This is your personal invitation to choose worship OVER fear and to let Jesus be your Prince of Peace, the Heir of Shalom in your life. 

ILLUSTRATION: The Message paraphrases Jesus’ words in John 14:27: “I’m leaving you well and whole. That’s my parting gift to you. Peace. I don’t leave you the way you’re used to being left—feeling abandoned, bereft. So don’t be upset. Don’t be distraught.” 

Choosing to WORSHIP the Prince of Peace will make you whole.

Do you CHOOSE to worship? Is worshipping God even important to you? 

Do you worship God or His stuff/gifts? 

Do you need to let the Prince of Peace, the Heir of Shalom, work in you today? Everyday? 

