WINDOWS ON CHRISTMAS
Advent Worship Series – Week 5
The Window of Witness – Anna
December 26, 2021

	WORSHIP SERVICE OUTLINES
Each worship outline contains all elements needed for your worship service.  The order of each service presented is only a suggestion.  No doubt changes will be needed to accommodate the flow and worship style of your corps.  The outlines are flexible and allow opportunities to “cut and paste” as needed.  If you are blessed with instrumental or vocal music resources, you may find there is more structured material here than needed.  



Announcements and Offering

The Woman of Witness

Call to Worship
Reader 1:	At critical moments in history when the right person is matched with the right event, remarkable things happen.  Such a person was Anna.  Prepared by decades of spiritual devotion, she was in the right place at precisely the right time.

Reader 2:	Anna went to the Temple day after day, to pray for the coming of the Messiah, and though He seemed to tarry she waited, believing that He would come.  Then one day the miracle happened, for as she entered the Temple, she heard sounds of exultation and joy coming from the inner court, and then from the lips of Simeon she heard the words, “Now, Lord, let Your servant go in peace…because my eyes have seen Your salvation” (Luke 2:29-30, CEV).  

Reader 1:	Gazing upon the Holy Child who was none other than her long-looked-for Messiah, Anna, too, was ready to depart in peace and be joined with her husband above.

Reader 2:	Anna’s years of faithfulness had been rewarded in a moment of celebration.  In the right place at the right time, she saw the Christ.  But she didn’t stop with worshiping and giving thanks.  She bore witness to what she had seen.
(Windows on Christmas, pp. 112-114)

	SB#77/HC#151/SS#31 – Fairest Lord Jesus
	TB-206 – Ascalon
HC-151
SS-31
	HTD5-T1 (3 vs.)
HCD14-T11

	Additional Optional Songs

	SB#73/HC#141/SS#28 – All hail the power 

	TB-306 – Coronation
HC-141
SS-28
	HTD5-T5 (4 vs.)
HCD13-T11

	SB#39/HC#121 – Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee
	TB-367 – Europe
HC-121
	HTD3-T11 (4 vs.)
HCD11-T11

	SB#114/HC#146/SS#137 – Light of the world/Here I am to Worship 

	TB-653 – Here I am to Worship
HC-146
SS-137
	No HT CD

HCD13-T16



Invocation

Redemption Has Come

Responsive Reading:

Leader:	To discover Anna’s perspective on the birth of the Son of God, we must begin by asking, “Who was she?”  The name Anna means “grace” or “favor,” and Anna certainly was favored by seeing the infant Christ and telling of His arrival on planet earth.  Although no prophets had been heard from since the days of Malachi, Anna is called a prophetess.  After over four hundred years of prophetic silence, God chose a widow with a heart for Him to reopen His declarative expression to the world.

All:	36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. 

Leader:	Her life situation was etched in sorrow and marked by perseverance.  Widowed after only seven years of marriage, Anna was apparently left childless—facing a life without joy and a life without significance in her culture.

All:	She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 

Leader:	She was a fixture at the house of God and committed to spiritual discipline.  Anna’s life was a model of personal devotion, continually worshiping her God and continually praying and fasting.

All:	38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.
(Luke 2:36-38, NIV)

Leader:	All of her life Anna had been a faithful worshiper and a prophetess, but now her role shifted and she became a missionary.  Good news is not to be hidden away; it is to be shared.  Anna shared the good news boldly, and her good news was 

All:	Redemption has come.
(Windows of Christmas, pp.107-108, 110-111, 114-115)

	HC#178 – Speak, O Lord
	HC-178
	HCD16-T18

			Additional Optional Song

	HC#169 – Hallelujah
	HC-169
	HCD15-T19



Sermon – PART 1 – The Window of Witness 

[End of sermon (Part 1) illustration – pictures/video:  Share pictures/video highlights of the different activities and ministries that took place at your corps during the Christmas season. OR have a volunteer or soldier prepared to share a testimony about how they were a WITNESS for God during the corps’ Christmas efforts. This is a great time to celebrate the ministry of the past 6 weeks!] 

Pastoral Prayer – [Prayers for the above ministries.]

Sermon – PART 2 – The Window of Witness 

	Move, Holy Spirit, Move in My Life
By Rene Takata
	

	Move, Holy Spirit, move in my life.
Move, Holy Spirit, make me like Christ.

Move, move, move in my life.
Move, move, to make me like Christ.

Move, Holy Spirit, move in my life.
Move, Holy Spirit, make me like Christ.

			Additional Optional Songs

	SB#313/HC#159/SS#72 – Spirit of the living God
	TB-611 – Fill me anew
HC-159
SS-72
	No HT CD
HCD14-T19

	SB#565/HC#89/ SS#43– All I once held dear/Knowing You
	TB-725 – Knowing You
HC-89
SS-43
	No HT CD

HCD7-T19

	SB#595/HC#173 – In this quiet moment
	TB-186
HC-173 
	No HT CD
HCD16-T13

	HC#214 – Holy Spirit
	HC-214
	HCD20-T14

	HC#123/SS#55 – Shine on Us
	HC-123
SS-55
	HCD11-T13

	SB#439/HC#139 – There is a message
	TB-879 – same 
HC-139
	No HT CD
HCD12-T19

	HC#136 – We All Bow Down
	HC-136
	HCD12-T16



Benediction
Lord, thank you for fulfilling the desire of Anna’s heart—not only did she see you but she shared the good news of your birth.  
And I thank you, Lord, that what Anna waited a lifetime to see has been revealed for all who will open their eyes.  
You are Emmanuel!
You are God with Us!
You are the light of the world! 
You are the hope of salvation! 
Redemption has come!  
Amen. 
(The NIV Worship Bible, pp. 1375)

	SB#861/HC#149/SS#41 – In Christ alone
	TB-132 – same 
HC-149
SS-41
	No HT CD
HCD13-T19

			Additional Optional Songs

	SB#355/HC#112/SS#71 – Beautiful Lord, wonderful Savior/The Potter’s Hand
	TB-867 – The Potter’s Hand
HC-112
SS-71
	No HT CD

HCD10-T12

	SB#73/HC#141/SS#28 – All hail the power 

	TB-306 – Coronation
HC-141
SS-28
	HTD5-T5 (4 vs.)
HCD13-T11

	HC#109/SS#21 – Total Praise
	HC-109
SS-21
	HCD9-T19
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WINDOWS ON CHRISTMAS
Advent Sermon – Week 5
The Window of Witness – Anna 
December 26, 2021

By Captain Peter Mount

TITLE:  The Window of Witness
SCRIPTURE:  Luke 2:21-40

[This sermon was designed to be shared in two separate segments in the worship service. It could easily be adapted from the 2 mini sermons – to 1 full length sermon.]

PART 1

SCRIPTURE: READ Luke 2:21-40
 
ILLUSTRATION: Share an illustration (and maybe a picture) of the joy of new birth (i.e. new baby, budding flowers, puppy, kittens, etc.).

TRANSITION: We have spent the last month looking at the various aspects of Christmas through the windows of different characters in the Christmas narrative. Today, we’ll look at a story that took place after Jesus’ birth—the story Anna. Let’s consider Christmas through the Window of Witness.

CONTEXT: What do we know about Anna?
READ: Luke 2:36-37
· She is a prophetess – someone who prophesied about the future
· She is the daughter of Phanuel of the tribe of Asher 
· She was very old – it is funny that Luke would make mention that she is not just old but VERY old!
· Married and lived with her husband 7 years, then a widow for 84 years 
· She spent all her waking moments in the temple 

TRANSITION: Anna’s ministry was in the temple. And her presence was a witness to everyone around her. Let’s take a few minutes to recognize the kind of ministry and witness that have happened in our corps throughout the Christmas season.

ILLUSTRATION: Share pictures/video highlights of the different activities and ministries that took place at your corps during the Christmas season. OR have a volunteer or soldier prepared to share a testimony about how they were a WITNESS for God during the corps’ Christmas efforts. This is a great time to celebrate the ministry of the past 6 weeks! 


PART 2

TRANSITION: I invite you, again, to turn to Luke chapter 2.

CONTEXT: This account of Anna happens just as Simeon has encountered Jesus for the first time.  While Simeon, Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus are still standing there, we see Anna come up and how she responds to the baby Jesus.

ANNA’S RESPONSE:

POINT: Anna is responsive to the person of Jesus Christ

SCRIPTURE: READ Luke 2:38 

CONTEXT: Pay attention to what she says and does:
1. She gave thanks – Anna was a witness to God's faithfulness to her and to His provision. She fasted and prayed.
2. She testified – Anna was a witness for Jesus – She spoke of the present reality in Jesus and she knew how important Jesus was.
3. She prophesied – Anna was a witness of God's promise of a Savior. She did her job and told others about the redemption of Jerusalem through Jesus. She prophesied as a prophetess.
TRANSITION: Anna’s response was thanksgiving, testifying, and prophesying. What is our response to the person of Jesus Christ?

CLOSING CHALLENGE
As we come to the end of this Christmas Season and move into a new year:
1. Are you thankful for God's provision? Are you constantly worshipping Him day and night like Anna – fasting and praying?
2. Are you testifying? Are you a witness for Him? Do people even know that you are a Christian? Are you bringing people closer to Him by how you live your life?
3. Are you performing your divine calling in your profession? Are you the best Christian professional you can be? Are you the best Christian student you can be? Are you the best Christian son or daughter you can be? Are you the best Christian retired person you can be?
Let us be thankful to a God who provides!
Let us be ready to give a witness for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
Let us be the best we can be through the power and presence of the Holy Spirit!

[Close with the chorus: “Move, Holy Spirit, Move in My Life” (it is NOT in the SA Song Book, Hallelujah Choruses or Songs of Salvation), or alternative song option.]

Move, Holy Spirit, move in my life.
Move, Holy Spirit, make me like Christ.

Move, move, move in my life.
Move, move, to make me like Christ.

Move, Holy Spirit, move in my life.
Move, Holy Spirit, make me like Christ.
By Rene Takata

